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ontemnamus igitur omnes ineptias: totamqz vim bene 
vivendi in animi robore, ac magnitudine, & in om- 
nium rerum humanarumq; contemptione, ac deſpici- 
entia, & in omni virtute ponamus. 


Cic. Tuſc. Lib. 1. Cap. 40. 
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I JOHN III. 3. 


And every Man that hath this Hope in him, 
purifieth himſclf, even as he is pure. 


HE Apoſtle having been ſpeak- 
ing fo . hw 
mains for the Children of God, 
and 17 it as a State 
partly hid from us, and partl 
reveal'd, Ver. 2. He 1. 
to ſhew, how they muſt be 
qualified that would be Poſſeſ- 
ſors of it; and they muſt be 
Perſons holy and pure like the Author and Purchaſer 
of this Happineſs. Our Study cf Holineſs ſhould 
not grow cold, nor our Endeavours after it languiſh, 
becauſe neither Chriſt nor our Happineſs do yet ap- 
pear, in Regard the very Hope of it 15 ſufficient ro 
awake in us Deſires after that Purity which muſt qua- 
fy us for it, and to quicken our Preparations : He 

that hath this Hope in him, purificth, &c. 

The Object of this Hope is the Appearance of ſe- 
ſus Chriſt, our Viſion of him, our Likeneſs to him, 
and our living eternally with him. 
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The Effect of this Hope in every Subject where it 
reſides is Self- Purification. Every Man that hath this 
Hope in him concurs with God's Grace in purifying | 
his own Mind and Life. | 
The Pattern of a Chriſtian's Purity is Chriſt ; eve 
as he is pure, which denotes not a Parity, but a Like. 
neſs ; not Equality, but ſimilar Quality; he muſt, 
and will labour to reſemble Jeſus Chriſt in Purity, x 
the only Way to reſemble him ar laſt in Glory: 
Without inherent Holineſs none ſhall ſee the Lord. 


The Doctrine is this, 
It is the Nature of Chriſtian Hope, wherever it i 
planted, to engage a Man to purify himſelf a 
Chriſt is pure. 
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T ſhall, with the Lord's Aſſiſtance, 

Firſt, Deſcribe Hope in its general Notion, as an 
Aﬀection of humane Nature; and then deſcribe 
Chriſtian Hope by thoſe ſeveral Characters that di 
tinguiſh it from the falſe Hope of Huypocrites. 


Secondly, Prove that true Chriſtian Hope will p. 
duce Purity, as its genuine Effect. 
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Thirdly, Shew you wherein that Purity doth con- 
ſiſt, which Chriſtian Hope A 


Fourthih, Shew you how this Hope hath ſuch an 
Influence upon Self-purifying, or what is the 
Ground and Reaſon of the Connection between 
Chriſtian Hope and Purity. 


Fifthl , Shew you what Improvement you ought to 
ns 2 of this Doctrine. 


Firſt, T am to deſcribe Hope in its general Notion, 
and then to deſcribe Chriſtian Hope. 1 
| Hope 
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re” Hope is ſuch a Paſſion or Affection of the Mind, 
this 5 15 exerciſed about ſome future Good that's hard, but 
ine] poſſible to be obtained; or by which we are diſpoſed 
Ss to believe that which we wiſh for will come to pals. 

Good in its general Notion or Idea is the Object 
of Love; conſidered under the Circumſtances of fu- 
ut re and difficult, is the Object of Hope; conſidered 
\ a fuure, to diſtinguiſh it from the Object of Foy, 
ry: which is a Paſſion of the Soul exerciſed about a Good 
n poſſeſſion, which was before defired ; as difficult, 
to diſtinguiſh it from the Object of Deſire, which 

ds a future Good abſolutely, without any Conſi- 
deration of its Difficulty. But *tis not conſidered as 
mpoſſible, for this Apprchenſion leads to Deſperation, 
which is a Paſſion oppoſite to, and excluſive of Hope. 

Chriſtian Hope s a ſacred Paſſion, or a ſpecial Grace 
wrought in the Soul of a Believer by the Word and 
Spirit, whereby he depends upon God in Chriſt, in a 
Courſe of patient Obedience, for the Accompliſhment 
of all Goſpel-Promiles, eſpecially thoſe that concern his 
future Bleſſedneſs. This is Chriſtias Hope properly 
taken, but ſomerimes tis taken tropical, and that ei- 
ther meraphorically, or analogicall); as when tis attributed 
to inanimate Creatures, Rom. viii. 2 Fa The Creature was 
made ſubjett to Vanity, not willingly, but by Reaſon of him, 
who hath ſubjected the ſame in Hope. 

Or metonymically, tor the Object of Hope, as in 
Prov. xiii. 12. Hope, that is, the Thing hoped for, be- 
© by ro maketh the Heart ſick, And 1 Cor. ix. 10. 

Husbandman ploweth and threſheth in Hope, that he 
nv be Partaker of his Hope. The bleſſed Hope, Tit. 11. 13. 
Again, ſometimes Hope is taken for the Ground of 
Hope, Prov. xix. 18. Chaſten thy Son while there us 
o Hope, that is, while he is young; and his flexible 
Diſpoſition, before 'tis hardned with youthful Luſts, 
-g Matter of Hope, that he may prove a good 
il an. 
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I call the Chriſtian's Hope a ſacred Affection, or 2 
ſpecial Grace, becauſe tis not raiſed out of the com- 
mon Principles of Nature and Reaſon, but ſupernatu- 
rally formed by the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt. 
See Rom. xv. 13. Now the God of Hope fill you with 
all Joy and Peace in believing, that ye may abound in 
Hope, through the Power of the Holy Ghoſt. And the 
Word is the Means or Inſtrument by which ti 
wrought in the Heart, Pſal. cxix. 49. Remember the 
Word unto thy Servant, upon which thou haſt cauſed m 
to hope. 

"Tis wrought in the Heart of a Believer, for tis 
the Effect of Faith, and differs from it thus; Faith 
reſpects the Word promiſing, Hope the Thing pro- 
miſed. Faith reſpects the Faithfulneſs and Authority 
of the Promiſer, Hope the Goodneſs of the Promiſe, 
Faith may reſpect Things as preſent, Hope is exerciſed 
on what 15 to come hereafter. 

There are Three Properties of the Object of Hope. 

1. That it be a future Good. We are ſaved by Hips, 
but Hope that is ſeen is not Hope; for what a Ma 
fſeeth hy doth he yt hope for! Rom. viii. 24. We 
muſt therefore patiently wait, and depend upon God 
for what we believe will come to paſs. In Heaven 
when we come to the full Enjoyment of the Happi- 
neſs we now look for, there will be no further Uk: 
of Hope, no more than there's Occaſion for the Av 
chor == the Mariners are arrived ſafe on Shore, i. e. tor 
their own Safety; Hope will then be turned into Joy. 

2. That it be a poſſible Good, The Apprehenſion 
of Impoſſibility kills Hope at once; a Good wholly 
out * Reach may be fooliſhly deſired and wiſh'd 
for, but can't be an Object of Hope; for who can 
hope to conquer an Impoſſibility 2 This is the Caſe 
of the Spirits in the infernal Priſon, the Decree of God 
and the Sentence of Heaven have render'd it an im- 
poſſible Thing for them to poſſeſs the Joys of Her. 
ven; therefore they are ral all Hope. Dives could 

| * 
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fot obtain = _ of == to cool his tormented 
Tongue. The Worm of Deſpair perpetually feeding 
2: " n condemned Souls is not * leaſt i alone 

their Miſery. | 
| 3: Thar i be difficxltly obtained; for without inter- 
7% vening Difficulties Hope would ariſe into full Perſua- 
1 fon and Aſſurance : And ſeeing many Difficulties 
e muſt be broke through and conquered, before we can 
de Partakers of our Hope; therefore is the Exerciſe of 
Patience required during this State of Hope, which 
Hope conſtantly iſſues in Obedience, as the only Way 
to the Glory and Rewards hoped for. 

Having deſcribed a Chriſtian's Hope, as to its Na- 
ture, I ſhall deſcribe it by its Characters that diſtinguiſh 
i from the falſe Hopes of Hypocrites. And, 

1. Chriſtian Hope may be known by its Parentage 
nd Extraction, it is 2:@:y, from above; God is the 
Parent of it, and gives it Being. As it is an Hope 
which ends in God, ſo tis an Hope from God, as 
the Beginning and Spring of it. As the heavenly In- 
heritance hoped for is freely given by God, fo like- 
wiſe is the Hope of it; but the Hypocrite's Hope is a 
Creature of his own forming; he would be nonplus'd, 
and unable to give an Anſwer, if one ask'd him how 
he came by his Hope: And his being not able to 
4 an Account of it, ſhews that he came not fairly 
y it : Tis a Self- created Fiction, a counterfeit Hope; 
whereas he that hath this Hope in Chriſt is begotten 

to it by God's regenerating Grace, 1 Pet. 1. 3. Bleſ- 
. ſed be the God and Father of our Lord 7 1 Chriſt, 

who according to his abundant Mercy hath begotten us 4 
J. unto a lively Hope, 9 the Reſurrettion' of TFeſius 

Chriſt from the Dead. This Hope is not born with 


e Men, nor of a natural Deſcent, but is of a ſuperna- 
4 fural Extraction: Tie a given Hope, 2 Theſſ. ii. 16. 
Now our Lord Feſus Chriſt himſelf, and God, even our 
Father, who hath loved us, and hath given us everlaſting 
d Confolation, and good Hope through Grace. Ig 
A 4 2. It 
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2. It may be known by its Ground, which is the pre- 
cious Promiſes, or the Mercy of God engaged by 
Promiſe. The Saints are faid to hope in his Merg, 
and therefore the Lord taketh Pleaſure in them, Pſa 
cxlvii. 11. And he keepeth his Eye upon ſuch, Pſa, 
XXXiii. 18. And as they hope in his Mercy, fo a 
in his Word, his Word of Promiſe. Ay Soul fan- 
eth for thy Salvation, but I hope in thy Mord, Pſ. cxix, 
81. God's Truth and Mercy are joyned together in 
his Promiſes to make the Grouud of his People's Hope 
compleat : His Truth tyes his Mercy to them, other. 
wiſe the Conſciouſneſs of Guilt would forbid them to 
hope. Hope, without a Promiſe to ſupport it, is 
groundleſs Hope, like an Anchor caſt upon a Wave. 

The World is depraved by Sin, and ſunk into 
State of Fear; OE God invites us to himſelf by 
his Promiſes. Now, Promiſes are Declarations of 
God's good Will in the Goſpel, whereby he ſignifis 
what Good he will freely beſtow on us, if we look 
after it; and theſe Promiſe kindle in us a lively Hope, 
The infallible Certainty of them affords a ſure Foun- 
dation of this Hope ; for the Hills and Mountain 
ſhall ſooner ſtart from their own Baſes and Centr, 
than one Tittle of any Promiſe of God fail. 

That God is true is the Ground of a Believers 
Hope; but an Imagination that God will be found: 
Lyar is the Ground of the Hypocrite's Hope. 

Curſed be thy Hopes, O impenitent Sinner! be- 
cauſe they are diſgraceful to Almighty God; for un- 
leſs he prove a Lyar, thy Hopes muſt deceive thes 
and leave thee miſerable. Unleſs God will deny hs 
own Word, which he hath magnified above all hö 
Name, thou canſt never obtain what thou wouldeſt 
make the World believe thou hopeſt for : God wil 
diſpenſe his future Rewards according to the Tenour 
of his Promiſes, but thou who goeſt on in thy Sins 
haſt not one Promiſe to plead for thy Hope of eter- 
nal Life. On the other Hand, the Threatnings < hor 
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pre- Word belong to thee, and are Ground of Fear and 
by Trembling. 
rc, 3- Chriſtian Hope may be known by its Object, 
Pal. which is, to be like unto Chriſt, and to ſee him Face 
l. to Face, Ver. 2. We know that when he ſhall appear, we 
allo fl be like him, for e ſhall ſee him as he is. Tis 
nt. MW perfect a Conformity to Chriſt in Holineſs and 
c. Bleſſedneſs, as the humane Nature is capable of; and 
r in the cleareſt Views of God's Glory that are attainable, 
ope MI that the Chriſtian hopes for. 
er- Whereas the Hypocrite's Hope, if meaſured by the 
to Defires of his Heart, is only for a negative Thing, as 
dot to be made miſerable ; or for ſome ſenſual Happi- 
ness to gratify his Luſts. They hope not for Perfec- 
ton of Holineſs, which is the Glory of Heaven, be- 
cauſe they hate it, and can't endure imperfect Holineſs 
n the Saints on Earth. 

Do not they ſpit at the Image of God in his People, 

roach them that bear it, trouble and perſecute them 
for uſing Means to be made more holy ? Therefore, 
when they tell us, they hope to be ſaved, they muſt 
only mean, that they hope to eſcape eternal Fire, and 
the Agonies of Hell, and the Devil's Company ; bur 
they don't hope to be ſaved from their Pride and Earth- 
bneſs, their ſenſual Luſts, their malicious, unbelieving, 
ungodly Hearts. They do not hope to enjoy God, 

live in everlaſting delightful Communion with him, 

and praiſing of him. Nay, they care not if they go 
to Hell, provided they might but carry with them 
Proviſion for their Luſts, and that the Object of their 
carnal Delights might follow them to perpetuate the 
5 Pleaſure of an animal Life. 
it How wide is the Difference then between the H 
of a true Chriſtian, and a falſe-hearted; Hope, as to the 
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ur Object of their Hope! The Hypocrite's Hope deter- 
nb F mines chiefly in Negatives; he hopes more that the 
. Threatnings of the Word will not be verified, than 
he that the Promiſes of the Word will be fulfilled : He 
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God will not be fo ſtrict and ſevere upon Sinners fl 
2 preach he will be. The Chriſtian, whoſe iN 
Heart is purified by Grace, hopes for the glorifying 
| Preſence of the All-comprehending God, and to be 
fatisfied with his Likeneſs. They hope to be freed 
from the. Chains of their Corruptions, and from all the 
Imperfections of their Love to God; and that the 
perfect Love of God in Chriſt will be the very N.. 
ture and Complection of their glorified Spirits; and 
the Actings of this Love, with the moſt lively Appre- 
henſions and Feelings of God's Love to them, their 
everlaſting Solace and Raviſhment. 

4. Chriſtian Hope may be known by its eſſential and 
concomitant Acts. 

(1.) As it is accompanied with an earneſt Deſire of 
the Things hoped for. The Expectants of the ha 
venly Bliſs are Men that breathe after the Fruition of 
the Object of their Hopes; The Language of their 
inflamed Souls is, When ſball' we come and appear befor 

| God? As the Hart panteth after the Water-Brooks, ſo pant- 
erh my Soul after thee, © God: My Soul thirſteth for God, 
for the living God, Pal. xlii. 1, 2. | 

The Pſalmiſt compares his Deſires after God to the 
Thirſt of the Hart after the Water-Brooks. Now, 
Naturaliſts obſerve, that the great Thirſt of this Cres 
ture 1s cauſed partly by its Conſtitution, partly by the 

| ſcorching Heat of the Sun, and partly by its Food; 
for ſome tell us, they feed upon Serpents, by whoſe 
Poyſon their Bowels are ſo inflamed that they become 
excceding thirſty, and with Violence hunt after Water 
to quench it, but eſpecially, and with more Truth, 
when Harts are heated by a Chaſe. | X 
Such a yehement Deine poſſeſſed this good Mans 

Heart after the Enjoyment of God. paul the Evan- 
gelick Prophet ſays, With my Soul have I deſired thee 
in the Night, yea, with my Spirit within me will I ſeek 
thee early, Iſa. xxvi. 9. And 'twas the Apoſtle Pau 
Deſire 70 be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt, Phil. 4 5 1 
"hele 
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Theſe ſpiritual Deſires are the Wings of the Soul, where- 
by ſhe flies to God her Centre, that ſhe may be ar Reſt. 
They are the Feet of the Soul on which the follows 
hard after God: They aie not langwd Velleities and 
lazy Wiſhes, like the Man's in Tilly, 2ho laid himſelf 4- 
on the Ground, with a 2ould to God this were to 
aur! Utinam hoc eſſet laborare! They are not the 
Deſires of the Sluggard, who deſireth and hath no- 
thing, becauſe his Hands refuſe to labour. But the 
Deſires that accompany this Hope are laborious, in a- 
roiding all Hindrances, and in uſing all Furtherances, 
they are conſtant, and ceaſe not but in the Enjoyment 
of the Object. 

Moreover, a ſincere Chriſtian doth not deſire Chrift 
out of Neceſſity only, becauſe he knows he can't be 
fved without him; but out of Obedience and of 
Choice, he deſires him for himſelf ; what he is, and 
for what he has done, as well as for what he has promiſed 
todo. When impure Sinners are plunged in deep Dil 
tres, when the Shadow of Death fits upon their Eye- 
Lids, when they can't live any longer, and yet are afraid 
to dye, they may with plentiful Effuſions of Prayers 
and Tears deſire God to receive them to Heaven, not 
to ſerve him there, not to enjoy the Divine Preſence 
(for they uſed to ſay to him, Depart from us, we de- 
fire not rhe 1 of thy Ways) but as a Sanctu 
ay from the Strokes of revenging Juſtice, as a Refuge 
from the Diſtreſſes of Hell: And will ſuch Deſires pre- 
val, when they are not ſo much Deſires of Purity, as of 
Pardon ? | 

Whereas, the Expectants of Heaven long after Deli- 
verance from Sin as well as Sorrow; they deſire Impec- 
cabiliry rather than 7 nity 3 they would ſee the Fune- 
rals of their Luſts, "Hi Corruptions upon the Croſs, 
nor would any more grieve the good Spirit of God, by 
breaking of his Laws. Their Cry is, Who ſhall deliver 
1 from the Body of this Death? Rom. vii. 24. Oh! that 
my Ways were -diretted to keep thy Statutes ! Pfal. cxix. 7 
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An Agreeableneſs between God's holy Laws and the 
Frame of their own Hearts, is what they breathe after 
A perfect Rectitude in all the Powers of their Souls, 
that will fully and exactly anſwer Goſpel Requirement, 
is more defired by them than Ten Thouſand Worlds. 
(2.) As it includes an high Pleaſure, Contentment, 
and Satisfaction in the Thoughts of the Objects hoped 
for, though it be mixed with ſome Pain, by Reaſon of 
their Abſence. | 
An Heir at Law to a great Eſtate, though at preſent 
he be under Age, and meet with many Hardſhips and 
Difficulties, yet the very Thoughts of that ample Pa 
trimony he hopes for gives a deal of SatisfaCtion to his 
Mind; and his Joy is renewed every Time he entertains 
it in his Thoughts. Believers are Heirs in Law-Titl 
to a glorious 1 on which they may live plen- 
tifully for ever: And though they be in their Mi 
ny and have it not in Hand, yet the very Hope of 
it often brings it into their Thoughts, and their 
Thoughts of it can't but be attended with Pleaſure, 
according to Rom. v. 2. By whom alſo we have Acſ 
Faith into this Grace wherein we ſtand, and rejoice in 
ope of the Glory of God. The World wonders how 
God's People can rejoice, or be merry, while encounter- 
ing with a Variety of Difficulties and Miſeries; but 
here's the Spring of their Joy, their Felicity is laid up 
in * in another Place, which Hope is ſo certain, 
that they no leſs rejoice than an Heir doth who is near 


at 77 | 
hen they think what a glorious City they are tra 


velling towards, what Royal Immunities and Privilege 
belong to it ; when they take into their Thoughts the 
t Things that God hath prepared for them that love 
im, ſuch as Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard; can we 
conceive but ſuch Thoughts muſt affect, yea, tranſport 
them with Abundance of Delight ? | 
The nobler and more excellent the Objects are which 
we contemplate, if Intereſt and Propriety be * the 
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fronger and purer is the Pleaſure they miniſter to us: 
And what can we hope for greater or more enduring than 
Fulnels of] oy in God's Preſence, and an eternal Felicity 
maintained by his Right-Hand? | 

(3.) As it implies a ing and Contention againſt 
al 9 Diffculties. Tl Object of = 
of Sight, remote from Senſe; we have not yet ſcen the 
aber World But this is a Difficulty that may be over- 
come by the Exerciſe of Faith on & Promiſe of eter- 
nal Life; for, Faith is the Subſtance of Things hoped for, 
ad the Evidence of Things not ſeen, Heb. xi. 1. Thus 
Fath ſupplies the Defect of Scnſe, by giving a preſent 
Subliſtence ro Things we have in Hope. 

By Virtue of this Faith the hoping Chriſtian can, as 
t were, annihilate the Diſtance and Interval between the 
Revelation and the Accompliſhment of the Promiſe, and 
by a ſecret Anticipation feed upon the Joys of the hea» 
renly Paradiſe before-hand, as if they were in Poſſeſſion; 
thus the Difficulty is overcome. 

Beſides this Difficulty, there's the Red Sea of Tribu- 
ktion to be ſailed over, the Fear of Death to be con- 
quered, and many other Enemies of our Hope to be en- 
counter'd ; there's no coming at the Regions of eternal 
Light, but through the dark Entry of Death. Now, 
tus Heart-purifying Hope will give Courage and Pati- 
ence to carry us through, and maſter all theſe Difficul- 
tes. The Hope of good Succeſs, and wearing the 


Crown of Victory, how will it animate and encou 


© to fight the good Fight of Faith! Till heighten 


our Spirits above Fear and Danger, make us bold as 
Lyons, yet patient as Lambs under all theſe Exerciſes 
that are neceſſary to qualify us for this glorious Vic- 


tory. 

"Men would never ſubmit unto the holy Diſcipline of 
the Goſpel in the Duties of Repentance, Self-Denial, 
ad bearing the Croſs; nor expoſe themſelves to the 
Hatred and Malice of the World for Righteouſneſs- 


dle, nor ſo earneſtly contend for the Faith once de- 
| liver'd 
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liver'd to the Saints, even unto the Hazard of I.ife, 
and all that's dear to them in the World, unleſs their 
Spirits were raiſed ro ſuch generous Engagements 2 
theſ: by the Hopes of very ſignal Recompences and 
Rewards. 

And thcugh the Things prepared for the Saints be 
future, and not without Difficulties compaſs d, yet the 
Things themſelves are fo great, that * ſwallow up 
the Pain of Hope and Expectation. Abraham again 
Hope believed in Hope, Rom. iv. 18. His Hope ti. 
umph'd over all the Difficulties that Senſe preſented to 
him about what he hoped for; for he was ſtrong in 
Faith, giving Glory to God, being fully perſuaded, 
that what he had promis'd, he was able alſo to perform : 
And as in the Birth, fo alſo concerning the Sacrifice, 
and Death of his Son, Abraham againſt Hope believed 
in Hope, being perſuaded that God was able to nie 
him from the Dead. 

Finally, Sometimes the Promiſe is delay'd, and tb 
difficult to bear a Delay ; but in this Caſe, Hope be- 
gets Patience to endure it : For we read of the Patience 
of Hope, 2 Theſſ. . Jo 

(4-) As it excludes Deſpair ; many wicked Men do 
really deſpair, though at preſent, through the Diverſion 
of their Thoughts, they feel not the diſmal Effects of 
it: As Fire 1n a Flint-Stone appears not *till it be 
ſtricken with the Steel, and then ir flies out. Thi 
indeed ſeems to be rather a State of Preſumption and 
Security; but ſome apprehend, that Preſumption and 
Deſpair are not fo inconſiſtent, but that they may be 
virtually in the ſame Subject; what ſhall we call the 
Abſence of this Hope in a Mind capable of it, but 
Deſpair, or not hoping? The Apoſtle tells the Ephe- 
fans, Chap. ii. 12. That a While ago, before their 
Converſion, they were without Chriſt, being Aliens 

from the Commonwealth of Iſcael, and Strangers from 
the Covenants of Promiſe, having no Hope : Vet many 
who are without Hope feel not the Bitings of DR 
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tcauſe they conſider not their Condition, which In- 


confideration is the Reſult of Atheiſm, and the Pro- 
duct of Infideliiyn. Where there is no Conſideration, 
there can be no Faith; and where there is no Faith, 
there can be no Hope. And though Deſpair be not 
n every wicked Man in Act, tis there in the Seed 
nd Root, which in Time, without true Repentance, 
vill break forth in actual Deſperation; though at pre- 
{nt they are rather preſumptuous, than formally 
kb. But the Hope of Believers ſtands in Oppoſition ® 
o, and excludes both Preſumption and Deſpair : It 
ſands in Oppoſition to Preſumption, by a due Ap- 
wmehenſion of the Juſtice and Holineſs of God; and 
to Deſpair, by a due Apprehenſion of his Mercy. 
And this Hope is ſtronger or feebler, according to 
the Degrees of Probability, that the hoping Behever 
ſhall poſſeſs what he hopes for; or as his Sight is clear, 
dim of thoſe Characters within the Soul, and u 
the Life, by which God's Children are diſtinguiſhed 
from his Enemies. | 


Secondly, T am to prove, That true Chriſtian Hope 
will produce Purity, or will put a Man upon pu- 
rifying himſelf, 


1. A Demonſtration or Proof may be taken from 
the Nature of God, who cauſed this Hope to fpring 
wp in the Soul, and who will conſummate and finiſh 
r: He is an holy God; there is none holy as the Lord, 
— 2 _—_ 1 * infinite —_ of his 

ity, that he c is hol Is with Folly, 
and & Heavens — pure n l. hr. . 

Now, if this Hope be God's Off ring, it muſt 
rlemble its Father; every Child is of the ſame Na- 
ture with its Parent, and fe is this Child of Grace, 
md muſt therefore have a ſtrong Tendency towards 
perfect Purity, and put the Subjects on to be daily 
purifying themſelves. Did not this Hope carry in it 


J ſtrong Impulſe to Purity, it would not look like a 


divine 
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divine Thing, but would be liable to be queſtioned, 
whether it came from God, and be eſteemed of a ſpu- 
rious Original. 

Moreover, this is one End for which God 
this Hope into his People, that it might be an Inſtru- 
ment of Duty, and a Principle of Diligence in the 
Exerciſe of Godlineſs. And this End would be de. 
feated, if this Hope did not urge Men to Purity, but 
God doth nothing in vain, nor ever miſſeth his End, 
therefore this Hope muſt have in it a cleau/mg Virtw. 

2. The Charter of this Hope is another Proof, which 
is the bleſſed Goſpel ; the Purport of which Charter, 
and of all the Privileges and Promiſes of it is to advance 
the Reformation and Purity of Men : For, thus the 
Apoſtle argues, Having therefore theſe Promiſes, Dear 
beloved, let us cleanſe ourſelves from all Filthineſs of Fl: 
and Spirit, payrng ng in the Fear of God, 2 Cox. 
Vit. I. It is on theſe Terms only, that the Promiſe 
do aſſure us this Hope ſhall paſs into Fruition. We 
have nothing to do with the glorious Privileges of this 
Charter, but on the Condition of ſelf-purifying ; what 
God hath joyned together in the Goſpel-Covenant, 
let not us put aſunder in our Practice: God hath in 
the Frame of his Covenant inſeparably connected pu- 
rity and the Hope of eternal Lis. "Tis only the put 
in Heart whom by this Charter God allows to hope 
for the beatifick Viſion, or to ſee himſelf, Mar. v. 8. 
So that if we hope to be treated by God according to 
the Tenour of this Charter, we muſt expect to re 
ceive our Happineſs from him in his eſtabliſhed Way, 
which is by being firſt made holy, and purified; De- 
fires and Endeavours after which this Hope muſt ex- 
cite in us: They are the unholy and unclean who 
fatter themſelves with a vain Hope, without God's 
Allowance. BA 

3. A farther Proof is taken from the End of the 
Diſcoveries made of the bleſſed Hope, and the ſecond 
Appearance of Jeſus Chriſt ; Why is Life and Im- 

g . Mor- 
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mortality brought to Light? and the State of Glory 
we hope for 3 diſcovered in the Goſpel ? And 
why are we ſo often told of Chriſt's ſecond Coming? 
but that theſe may be ſo many Motives to become e- 
minently holy in all Manner of Converſation, that 
when Chriſt who is our Life ſhall appear, we alſo may 
pear with him in Glory. Is it not for this End 
— Apoſtle Peter minds the Fews of our Lord's ſecond 
ing? 2 Pet. iii. 11, 12. Secing then that all theſe 
Things ſhall be diſſolved, what Au of Perſons ought 
ye to be in all holy Converſation aud Godlineſs, looking for 
ard haſting unto the Coming of the Day of God, wherein 
the Heavens being on Fire ſhall be diſſulved, and the E, 
kments ſhall melt with fervent Heat; gra Beloved, 

ering ye look for ſuch Things, be diligent that ye 
A 50 of 2 in Peace, — n and blen. 
Why doth a Lord and Maſter that's abraad notify 
to bis Servants rhe Time of his coming home, but 
that they may make Preparation for it, and have all 
Things in Readineſs for his Entertainment. Our Lord 
Feſus hath notified to us his Appearance, that his Ser- 


unts may be in Readineſs for it, have their Lamps 


trimmed, and their Loyns girded, that they may put 
off the filthy Garments of Sin, and put on the Robe 
of Holineſs ; for herein our Preparation conſiſts, ac- 
cording to Tit. ii. 11, 12, 13. The Grace of God that 
bringeth Salvation hath appeared to all Auen, teaching us, 
that denying Vngodlineſs and worldly Luſts, we ſhonla live 
ſoberly, ri - Aa. and godly in this preſent World; look: 
mg for 4 bleſſed Hope, and the glorious Appearing of 
the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. | 
We don't anſwer the End of the Difcovery made 
of the bleſſed Stare we hope for, nor of the Revela- 
tion of Chriſt's ſecond Coming, if we are not pro- 
voked thereby to purify our Minds from filthy Luſts, 
* 1 pot. 95 Lk Pledges of this Hope, which 
It a m the this Hope, Which 
* Death and Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt; * 
Heatn O 


[ 18 ] 
Seals of the Covenant of Grace, Baptiſm, and the 
Lord's Supper; the Spirit of Sanctification, or Chriſt 
in us, who is the Earneſt of our Inheritance, Epheſ. i. 
13, 14. 3 | 
The Spirit by the Grace of Regeneration doth ſign 
us for his, as with a Seal; and, as by a certain Pledge, 
doth aſſure us of our future Inheritance: For an 
Earneſt is a Pledge whereby we confirm a Bargain, a 
Piece of Money taken in Part of Payment, whereby 
we aſſure the Payment of the whole. | 

Of the ſame Nature is the Regenerating Grace of 
the Holy Spirit; ttis a 41 of our whole Inheri- 
tance : Now all theſe are ſtrong Obligations to Pu- 


rity. 

Bid not Chriſt give up himſelf to Death, that he 
might redecm us "2 all Iniquity, and purify unto 
himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of good Mori 
Titus ii. 14. And did he not riſe from the Dead 
that it might appear he had made full Satisfaction to 
all the Claims o Gn had procured Peace and Par- 
don for penitent Sinners? And are not theſe Engage- 
ments upon us to dye to Sin in Conformity to Clit 
Death, and to rife to Newneſs of Life in Conformity 
to his Reſurrection ? 

Then, were not the Sacraments inftituted for the 
fame End? What doth the waſhing us with Water 
in Baptiſm ſignify to us, but our Need to be waſhed 
from our Sins with the Blood of Chriſt, and by the 
Grace of the Spirit, and our Duty to labour after that 
inward Cleanſing ? 

What 1s the Lond Supper intended for, but to e- 
ſtabliſh and increaſe our Communion with Chriſt in 
all the Exerciſes of Holineſs * And can we come un- 
der ſtronger Engagements than theſe againſt all Impu- 
riry ? Can unholy Perfons hope to be owned and ac- 
cepted as Members by a holy Head? By partaking 
of the Sacraments we do ſolemnly bind our Souls to 
Telus Chriſt, and give up ourſelves wholly to God, to 


love 
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a loye him, obey him, and walk with him all our Days ; 
| | ahd can this be done without Self- Purification ? Is not 
„ chis the Subſtance of Holineſs? Is not the Covenant 
ſealed in theſe Sacraments mutual and conditional? Can 
then Pardon and Life eternal; which are fealed on God's 
Part, be expected and hoped for on any other Terms 
than Purity and Holineſs on our Part, to which in 
theſe ſealing Ordinances we oblige ourſelves ? 

So 3 Hope aus | nouriſhed and en- 

e Pledge | a Self-purifying Hope: 

27 — from the inward Goring I Principle 
of this Hope, and tis animated and acted by Love, 
divine Love. That Love of God and Chrift that keeps 
dive this Hope, will not ſuffer us to live in Contra- 
nety to God, but will conſtrain us to an Imitation of 
him. It is the Property of Love, I mean a Love of 
Complacence, to conform us to the Diſpoſition and 
Will of the Perfon whom we love : Now, Confor- 
mity to Chriſt conſiſts in Purity, he was holy, harm- 
u- ks, and ſeparate from Sinners, the immaculate Lamb 
of God; this Hope; therefore; being acted by Love 
s vill put Men upon purifying themfelvess —& * 


Thirdly, T am to ſhew you wherein that Purity con- 
he ſiſteth, which Chriſtian Hope produceth. 


ed In general, it lyes in Conformity to the Holineſs or 
he Purity of God and Jeſus Chriſt, Now, the Holineſs 
vat of God is his Love of himſelf; the Holineſs of Chriſt 
iz the Love of his Father, and Devotion to his Will. 
e Our Holineſs or Purity is the Separation of ourſelves 
in to God by Love; of which Holineſs there are three 
m. Branches, according to the various Powers where tis 
u- met with. I Re E 
ac- 1. Holineſs in the 8 2 ſts in its 
| ing illuminated. God's Image in this Faculty is re- 
10 nd, in Knowledge, Gl. in. 10. Aud have put - 
to | B 2 the 


the new Man, which is renewed in Knowledge, after the 
Image him hat created him. 

2. Holineſs in the Will lyes in a 2 Love 
and Affection to him in the higheſt Deſires him, 
and in the delightful Exerciſe of this Love and De- 
fire in a Devotedneſs to his Glory. FO 

3- HolineG in the executive Powers and Practice 
is ſuch a Government of the whole Life, as expreſſeth 
theſe inward Principles of Knowledge, Eſteem, De- 
light and Love; an actual devoting all we do to him. 

Holineſs or Purity, may be conſidered, as oppos'd 
to its Contraries, and 'tis twofold. 92 — 

(I.) Such as excludeth Mixture. So Wine is pure, 
that is not ſophiſticated or embaſed with any other in- 
feriour Liquor. The Heart is then pure, when the 
Love of God reigns there, and is not mixed with 
the Dregs of any inordinate ſinful Love of the Wold, 
or ourſelves. F 413-03 YU 

(2.) Such as excludeth Filthineſs. As that Water is 
pure, whitch is not muddied; and that Soul is pure, 
which is not defiled with the Love, or Embraces of 
any filthy Sin. So that Holineſs or Purity is the cloſe 
Adheſion of the Soul to God alone. Impurity is the 
Soul's mingling itſelf with ſomething below itſelf. The 
unclean Perſon under the Law muſt waſh his Cloaths, 
as well as himſelf ; ſignifying, a Neceſſity of our 
parting with all Impurity, even the leaſt; ar leſt in 
Endeavours, fo far as to cheriſh none, and to favour 
none. | 2 
Again, Internal Purity on the Negative Part, denotes 
theſe two Things, 1.) Freedoms from a corrupt End. 
2.) Freedom from a ſecret Alowance of Sin. 

I.) Freedom from a corrupt End. The End has a 
great Share wy the Action; a bad End makes 
the Action bad : Corruption there overflows into the 
Work, and redounds to the Perſon; and defiles both 
Work and Worker. 


The 
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The Phariſees, with all their Shew of Religion, 
were an impure Generation; though they. performed 
many Services materially good, yet t ey directed them 
to a baſe and ſiniſter End, affecting the Praiſe of Men, 
and overlooking the Glory of God : They ſought - 
themſelves, and their own Things; not God, nor 
the Things of Jeſus Chriſt. 7 

On the other Hand, the pure in Heart are pure 
and holy in their Ends, they ſeek not themſelves, but 
God; it is the Top of their Ambition, and their 
igheſt Deſign, to lift up the Name of God in the 
orld: They can, wich Foe Baptiſt, be content to 
decreaſe, ſo that God and Chriſt may encxeaſe; to be 
trampled upon, provided their Diſhonour and Reproach 
may be care Stone to raiſe the Throne of God's 
Glory higher. „ 
25) ; al from the ſecret Alowance of Sin. T ho' 
they could cover their Sin from the Obſervation of 
Men, and it were never like to bring them to open 
Shame in the World; yet Men poſſeſſed of this 
Hope, holy Men, dare not commit it; for they be- 
lieve in him that is i2viible, A ſecret Allowance of 
Sin, of any known Sin, though of ſmall. Account in 
the Eyes of the World, can't ſtand with this Purity. 
Sin muſt be the Evil which we would not; it mult 
be the abhorred Thing that our Souls do hate, if we 
would be reckoned among the holy by a holy God. 
No -Azag muſt be ſpared, nor ſinful Pleaſure rolled as 
a ſweet Morſel under our Tongue; no forbidden Fruit 
muſt be rouch'd, nor any curſed Idol hid in a ſecret 
Plice, if we would ſtand among the pure in Heart. 

I grant, we can't, at preſent, get above the Acts of 
Sin, becauſe our Sanctification is not perſect, hut the 
Love and Allowance of Sin is inconſiſtent with Grace. 
A judicious Difallowance of Sin, and a continual Con- 
teſt and Struggling againſt ir, muſt enter into the Evi- 
dence of our Purity: Sin is the Thing tlut a true 


Chriſtian hates, Rom. vii. 13. 
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Fourthly, I am to ſhew you, how this Hope hath 
ſuch an Influence upon ſelf-purifying, or what 
is the Ground and Reaſon of the Connection 
between Chriſtian Hope and Purity. 


| And it hath this Influence, 

1. Partly as it reſpcts the Foundation of it, that 
is God. He that hath this Hope in him, that is, in 
God, or in Chriſt. 

2. Partly as it reſpects its Object, namely, ſuch 2 
Bleſſedneſs as conſiſteth in being like him, and ſeeing 
him as he is. 

As to the y, the Influence of Hope is prima 
rily to be reſolved into the Will of God. *Tis his 
Will, that this Hape ſhould put the Subjects of it 
4 purifying themſelves, and in that we mult ac- 

uleſce. 
, But as to the Manner of its Operation, this Hope 
draws down ſuch a vital Influence, whereby the Hear 


is purificd, as it eyes God under a three-fold Notion; 


(.) As the Author of this Purity. 
(2.) As the perfect Pattern of it, 
(J.) As the D of it. 


Chriſtian Hope has an Influence on ſelf-purifying, 
35 it eyes God. 

(1.) As the Author of this Purity. 

I.) By his immenſe Goodneſs. What can it be 
reſolved into but infinite Goodneſs, that God will 
condeſcend to waſh and cleanſe ſuch unclean and fil- 
thy Lepers, and uſe a Variety of Methods for this 
End? *Twas an Act of great Goodneſs in God to 
adorn Man with this Excellency of Holineſs in his 
primitive State; tis an Act of greater Goodneſs to 
reftore it to him in his lapſed State, after he has loſt 
it by his Folly. He that hath this Hope, gives = 
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the Honour and Acknowledgment proper to him, the 
Honour of every Degree of Puriry that he partakes 
of he owns it to be his Work, the Product of his 
Love. And how good is God in thus purifying un- 
dean Sinners! Hew doth his Goodneſs ſhine, in pro- 
viding a Laver of Purification for us to waſh in, even 
the precious Blood of his dear Son! Our Purity is 
effected through the Atonement of a crucified Saviour, 
and this Atonement 1s the Gift of God; He ſer forth 
his Son to be the Propitiation for our Sins, Rom. iii. 25. 

And muſt not the Apprehenſion of God's Willing- 
neſs to cleanſe Sinners, make them willing to be made 
clean, pur them upon the Uſe of thoſe Means by 
which God heals and cleanſes defiled Souls ? 

(2.) By his infinite Wiſdom, whoſe Work it was 
to find out a Way beyond the Thoughts of Men or 
Angels, to reſtore the loſt Image of God to Mankind, 
by the Sacrifice and Merits ot Jeſus Chriſt. 

Satan ſhewed his Subtilty, in. tempting Man to 
break his Covenant with God, by a Promiſe of gain- 
ing thereby more Wiſdom ; whereby he robbed him 

both his Innocency and Happineſs, and extinguiſh- 
ed Holineſs in this lower World : By which Means 
he thought to hinder God of all active Glory from 
the nobleſt Rank of his Creatures on Earth; but be- 
hold the Diſcovery of God's infinite Wiſdom, in baf- 
fling this ſubtle Supe, by taking a Courſe to re- im- 
print the Image of his Holineſs upon ſome Part of 
Mankind, that ſhall fill up the Rooms of the Apo- 
ſtate Spirits, and for ever glorify him in Heaven for 
this Contrivance. 

How amazing 1s this Wiſdom, that takes Occaſion 
from the Sin and Fall of Man to bring to himſelf more 
Glory, even the Glory of his Mercy and rich Grace, 
in raiſing up Man to a more excellent State than that 
he fell from! That repairs his moral Image, after it had 
been ſo lamentably blotted and defaced ? 
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Hope in God under this Character muſt put them 
upon Endeayours, that this wiſe Contrivance of re-im. 
preſſing on Men's Souls the Image of God's Holineſs 
may take Place in them. 

3.) By his Faithfulneſs to his Promiſe. God made 
an early Promiſe, that The Seed of the Woman ſhould 
breath Serpent's Head; that is, ſhould deſtroy &. 
tan's Power, by giving forth his ſanctifying Spiric to 
reſcue Souls out of his Hands. And God hath ſhewed 
himſelf faithful in the Performance of this Promiſe; 
for, when the Fulneſs of Time as come, he ſent forth 
8 made of a Woman, made under the Lau, 1 
redeem them that were under the Lay, that de might 
receive the Adoption of Sons, Gal. iv. 4, 5- And that 
he might purity unto himſe)f a peculiar People zealow 
of good orks. 

God promiſed there ſhould be 4 Fountain opened tq 
the Honſe of David, and to the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem 
for Sin, and for Uncleanneſs, Zech. xiii. 1. This Pro- 
miſe is made good, this Fountain is ſet open in the 
Sin- cleanſing Blood of the Redeemer; and Thouſands 
of impure Souls have experienced the powerful Virtue 
and Efficacy of it, who can ſay, „Once we were 
«ſuch as the Apoſtle affirms, ſhall not inherit the 
6e Kingdom of God, but we are waſhed, we are ſanc- 
Fc tified, we are juſtified, in the Name of the Lord 
Fc . and by 1 Spirit of God.” 

Twas one End for which the Meſſiah was 

ſed, and ſent, that he might / as a Refiner Puri- 
fer of Silver, and that he might purify the Sons of Levi. 
and purge them as Gold ad: Silver, that t may offer 
uo the Lord an Offering in Righteouſneſs, ＋ 7 Ill. 3» 
Jeſus Chriſt was to be, and is the Fountain of our Ho- 
inc; and Purity, as well as the Foundation of our 
Comfort and Happineſs. And he that hath a right 

Chriſtian Ho * eyes God as the Author of 
Sanctity by hi 8 Fairhfaloek, and is moved thereby to 
long and ſtrive after that Purity of Heart and Life 


which 
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ich is intended by God's Promiſes of a Saviour and 

4 Santifier; and which is effected by their Accom 

plibment. | | 
He that hath this Hope in God eyes him, 


(2.) As the perfect Pattern of his Purity. He 
eth himſelf, even as he is pure. Now, as Hope {ag 
God, as the perfect Pattern and Copy of Purity, fo 
t hath an Influence upon Self- purification. 
e; 1.) As the Pattern directs in Reſpect of its Per- 
th Mhicuity and Clearneſs. 
1 2.) As it allures and attracts by its Excellency. 
1.) Hope looking towards God as a Pattern of 
at MWPurity, hath an Influence on Self- purification, as this 
Pattern directs by its Perſpicuity and Clearneſs. While 
re govern our Tempers and Courſes by a Pattern we 
1 err, or do amiſs, in Caſe the Pattern itſelf be per- 
Now God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt are perfect, 
there's no Blot in this Copy, no Error or Imperfecti- 
n in this Pattern; if we follow its Direction, it wall 
engage us to perfect Holineſs in the Fear of God, 
that we may expreſs as near a Reſemblance thereof as 
our Circumſtances will admit of: Though we can't 
qualize this Pattern by infinite Holineſs, we may imi- 
ate it by daily Advances in Holineſs. Perfect Purity, 
h tis not the Saints Attainment in this Life, and 
n theſe Bodies of Sin and Death, yet it is their Aim, 
they long, and breathe, and ſtrive after it. 
It is true, we are commanded by our Lord, to be 
* Mirfelt, even as our Father which is in Heaven is per- 
Bf, Mat. v. 48. But this muſt be underſtood of Sin- 
city, and Compleatneſs in all the Parts of Purity, not 
If Equality, or a Perfection in Degree. 
2.) Hope looking towards God, as a Pattern of 
Purity, hath an Influence on Self- purification, as this 
Pattern attracts by its Excellency : For, a Pattern is 


not only directive, but attractive; ſuch is the W 
ent 
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dent Excellency of God's Holineſs, that it doth allys 
the hoping Believer to get as much of this excellent}; 
Quality as he can into his Heart and Life. 

Holineſs has a Beauty upon it wherever it is, though, 
in a poor Saint that's covered with Rags, and make 
him more excellent than his Neighbour ; but it neverſh; 
ſhines with ſuch an Orient Luſtre, as when we beholdlf 
it in God, where tis in its higheſt Perfection. He is 
a God glorious in Holineſs; and what an attractiye 
Virtue muſt the Sight of the Divine Holinefs have on 
a Believer ! Ducimur Exemplis, We are led more by 
Copy than Command; Examples have uſually more 
Force than Precepts : Therefore our Lord, knowing 
how we are given to Imitation, is pleaſed to propel; 
himſelf as a Pattern of Holineſs, and would have u 
follow him as dear Children. 

It is recorded of Lycurgus a Grecian Law-giver, thi 
he eſtabliſhed nothing by Law for the People to do, 
but he firſt did it himſelf: So what our Lord com- 
mands, he is himſelf an Example of. 

Does he require us to be merciful, to do Good, to 
love our Enemies, to overcome their Evil with Good, 
to be patient, liberal, communicative, to be Lovers of 
Juſtice and Truth? Are not all theſe Virtues conſpi- 
cuous in him? Doth not he feed and cloathe his Ene- 
mics that lift up the Heel againſt him? Is not he good 
to the evil and ugthankful * Doth not his Grace try-Iflc, 
umph over our Unworthineſs ? Is not he patient and, 
Jone-ſuffering to us-ward, not willing that any ſhouldy, 
periſh, but that all ſhould come to Repentance ? Di 
not he go about doing Good ? And is he not liberl 
in his common Gifts and his ſpecial Grace? Now the 
ſuperlative Excellency and Amiableneſs of theſe Inſtan- 
ces of the Divine Holineſs, are proper to allure the 
Saints to an Imitation of them. D 

He that hath this Hope in God, eyes him, H 

C3.) As the Rewarder of Purity. 
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And this comprehends the ſecond Branch of the Di- 
ion of this — * wherein I affirmed, that 
Chnſtian Ho th an Influence upon ſelf-purifying, 
oth, as it reſpects its Object, — ane Bl. 
ale refs as N in being like Chriſt, and in ſeeing 
ever im as he 15. 
hold God will reward Purity on Earth with Preferment 
n the Court of Heaven; and this Reward may be 
conſidered, | 
[1.] In the Greatneſs of it: In the keeping of God's 
mmandments there is great Reward, Pſal. xix. 11, Tis 
vo great either for our Thoughts or Words, greater 
han can be expreſſed with our 1 — or conceived 
n our Minds, 1 Cor. ii. 9. Tis what Eye hath not 
en, or Ear heard. If we conſider how the great God 
hath been preparing this Reward from all Eternity, and 
that on Purpoſe to ſet forth the exceeding Greatneſs of 
bs Love to his holy People, and with what a great, 
Pnce it was purchaſed for them, namely, the precious 
Blood of the Son of God, we can't but judge it muſt 
e tranſcendently great, great enough to recompence all 
the Pains we can take, and all the Endeavours we can 
wſhbly put forth in the Way of Holineſs to be fitted 
for it; great enough to engage us to the moſt exact 
Conformity to the Rule of Holineſs that we can reach. 
Can any look upon Purity as rewardable with a 
Crown of Glory that fades not away, with a King- 
nom that cannot be moved, and yet refuſe to ſtrive 
ul ich all his Might to excell therein? With the holy, 
cod will ſhew himſcif holy; they ſhall be admitted 
a nto his holy Preſence in Heaven, to ſee the Glory of 
Mis Holineſs, and to worſhip him in his heavenly Tem- 
"Wk in the Beauty of Holineſs: And is not ſuch a 
he vght and ſuch Preferment ſufficient ro quicken our 
Deſires and Endeavours after an eminent Degree of 
Tan 2 
2.] In the /anilar, homogeneous Nature of it to 
naſſchs Purity which is preparatory for it. The Reward 
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is of the fame Nature with this Purity, which ſhey 
how neceſſary tis that we get the Principles of iff 
into us, Ad ſummum non eſt perveniendum, niſi ex Pri 
cipis; for there's no coming to Perfection hereafter, 
but by Eſſays and Beginnings here. 4. 
It is the Glory and Bramy of Holineſs that make 
the Saints in Haven hin ke the Sun in the Fir 
mament. Holincſs and H-1pin.(6 are not fo differei 
Things as many take them to be, but are rather tuꝗᷓ 
diſtinct Expreſſions of tlie ſame Notion ; they dias 
not ſo much in Kind as in Degree: Preſent Helinef 
is the Bud, and Happineſs the Flower it ripeneth into 
Purity the Sced, and Felicity the Fruit that groy 
from it. Therefore, the pure in Heart are pronouncy 
bleſſed, Mat. v. 8. in Regard that Bleſſedneſs is begun 
in them here, which is to be finiſhcd in the q 
of Heaven. 

.- Holineſs is not only a Means, but a Part of Sah 
tion; tis not only the Medicine, but the very Halt 
of the Soul: And perfect Holineſs, which is the pe 
— and Love of God, will be Henn 

elf. 
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TH Agrecable to what a great Divine fait 
Dr. Manon. © Holineſs is not only neceſſary 26 a 
| « Evidence of our Intereſt in the rel 
« tive Privileges, ſuch as, Pardon and Adoption; nac 
« only by Way of Gratitude, for Satisfaction receivedWit 
but as a Part of Salvation, and a Means to obtaiſth 
« the reſt.” | pr 
Holineſs in its Maturity, when refined from all Man 
tures and Allays of Sin and Corruption, will be one 
the brighteſt Pearls in the Crown of Life: Wha 
can we * for, or defire more than to be like Chn 
and to ſee him as he is! And if we hope to be like 
him in Heaven, and purſue this as our Happineß, i 
muſt needs work us into a Likeneſs to him here. 

Having thus conſidered the Way and Manner hon it 
Hope in God has an Influence on ſelf-purifyings 7 * 

| Fl 


hewll „ 
of I aher Enlargement under this Head, I ſhalt ſhew- 
Prin gat are thoſe internal Springs or Parts of Purity, 
after Which this vital Influence of Hope produceth. 
| (:. This Hope worketh Repentance, and that unto 
nakeMife ; for, Repentance is an Exerciſe of Hope, the 
Firfreatelt Enemy to which is Deſpair ; for it breaks the 
renMorce of all Arguments and Motives we can uſe. Would 
wa be to my Purpoſe to preach the Doctrine of Re- 
ff entance to the Priſoners in Hell, who know the Day 
nee Grace is paſt, that their Time is over, and that 
the moſt paſſionate Grief will never break thoſe Chains 
of Darkneſs, with which they are bound; nor all their 
ſcars quench thoſe everlaſting Flames they are in, 
ound that therefore, there's no Room for a right Re- 
tance ? | 
They may lament their Folly, that they ſhould ex- 
looſe themſelves to endleſs and intolerable Miſery ; but 
Ae not capable of a genuine Sorrow, that God harh 
pe been diſhonoured, his Spirit grieved, his juſt and fi- 
e cred Laws trampled on and broke. | | 
So that Repentance is proper to a State of Hope, 
uh er tis an Expectation of Mercy and Favour from 
cod that provokes us to it. Men would never enter 
bon the Severities of a Goſpel-Repentance, and un- 
noffdergo all the Pains and Labour neceſſary to evidence 
eit to be ſound and real, had they no Encouragement 
auf dat it would be acceptable to God, and available to 
pocure them a Claim to Pardon of Sin, and a Part 
lan the heavenly Inheritance. 
oF Whom could we perſuade to part with all his car- 
na nal Delights and Pleaſures, that we could not give 
Hopes to of exchanging them for better and more 
ike during ones? *Tis Hope that worketh Repentance, 
nd Repentance is a cleanſing the Heart and Life from 
al Impurities, a ſweeping clean the Houſe that the Spi- 
nt of Holineſs may come and dwell in it, who never 
5  wbides in a polluted Dwelling-pce. 
| (2. Chriſtian 


L 30 ] 
(2. Chriſtian Hope worketh a Contempt of til 
World, which is a great Branch of Purity ; and in 
_ raiſing the Soul it refines her; for, as ſhe aſcends, thy 
rerrene, earthy, and my Parts fall off, as in Chymica 
Precipitations, or as Elijah's Mantle fell from him in his 
Aſcent to Heaven. | 
The Love of this World is a defiling Thing, it 
ſtains the Soul that is poſſeſſed of it; that therefore 
which diſpoſſeſſes this defiling Love, purifies the Soul; 
for, the freer the Soul is from Mixtures of worldyſſſ 
Affection, the more heavenly ſhe is; and conſcquentlyſ 
the more pure. | 
Heaven is a moſt pure Place, and as tis in the O. 
der of Nature, the nearer the Elements are to Heaven, 
the purer they are: So it is in 
T his Notion is juſt; the Order of Grace, the more 
if conſin d to the So- the Mind ſoars aloft in heavenly 
lar Vortex, and pro- Meditations, and the higher th 
bably true in every o- got above the World; the more 
ther Vortex. refined it is, and the leſs Dcfile 
ment doth it contract from the 
Impreſſions of Objects of Senſe. | 1 
Now, tis the Property of this Hope to produce in 
the Soul a generous Contempt of this World, when i 
comes in Competition with the better that is to come. 
What little Things doth Hope in Chriſt and Heaven 
make the Honours, Riches, and Pleaſures of this World, 
that carnal Men make their Gods! Look, as when the 
Sun appears, the ſuperior Light of this Lamp of Hes- 
ven drowns the glimmering Light of the rwinkling 
Stars: So let but a lively) Hope give a Believer 2 
Proſpect of the Glory of Heaven, and it ſwallows up 
the Glory and Grandeur of earthly Fruitions, and 
makes them dwindle away into a Nullity. | | 
The higher the Tower or Mountain is that a Man 
climbs up, the leſs do Things upon the Surface of the 
Earth appear to his Eye when he looks down; ſo the 


higher 
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" chelffligher we can aſcend in our Thoughts, Deſires, and 
| infilaffections above the World, the lefs affecting will the 
the Things of Earth be to our elevated Spirits; and in 
leſs Danger ſhall we be of being infected by them, 
s the Birds that fly high are in leſs Danger of being 
nught by the Lime-T wigs, Nets, and Pitfals of the 
„ itffowkr, than thoſe who are much upon the Ground. 
fore (3. Chriſtian Hope produceth a friendly Diſpoſi- 
oul;Mton to God, and a ſtrong Inclination after him. How 
dy Wen we but be enamoured of that Being, from whom 

nly re hope for ſuch glorious „ 
Hope, like a Biaſs, will carry the Soul towards God, 

Or. a ts Centre and Reſt. 

Were God our Enemy, twould be hard to love him, 
ut when we truſt and hope, that he will prove our 
eſt, our everlaſting Friend, how can we hold our 
Hearts from loving him? Now, the higher the Prin- 
aple of Love to God is raiſed in our Souls, the more 
ure and holy we are; for what is Holineſs, but a 

tion of ourſelves to God by Love? When we 
wil what God wills, and hate what 
Cod hates, here lyes our Purity, Eadem velle x 
this is our Likeneſs to God. nolle, ea demum eff 

(4. It produceth a Compoſure of firma amicitia. 
ul, an Aptneſs to look on, and 
ven N contemplate Things not with a tranſient Glance, but 
1d, ich a ſteddy and fixed Eye; as an Architect ſurveys 
the MW: Building to take a Pattern of it; according to 2 Cor. 
er: Nr. 18. While aue look not at the Things that are ſeen, 
ing Wu at the Things which are not ſeen ; for the Things 
r vhch are ſeen are temporal, but the Things which are 
up {wr ſeen are eternal. 
nd Tis not a deſultory Hope, that carries the Soul from 
Nee Object to another, without reſting upon any, but 
[an it ſtayeth the Soul upon its proper Object, and is 
the dere compared to an Anchor, Heb. vi. 19. Which 
the Hipe e have as an Anchor of the Soul both ſure and 
her Biſedfaſt, and which entreth into that within the Yeil. 

Now 


R | 
Now the more compoſed Frame the Soul is in, tel 
more ſettled its Thoughts are, the more capable it ; 
of receiving the Impreſſions of the Word and ſand} 
fying Spirit. Beſides, that which fixeth the Thoughylfſ 
— proper Objects, helps to purify the Soul by 
baniſhing thoſe vain and unſettled Thoughts that pd 
lute and _ It. TEE 
(5. Chnitian Hope produceth Courage, 
Ws and nach of pri. 

Many would be holy and if they durſt, by 
they are afraid of this, and other Inconvenieng 
— Trouble enſuing from it; as the Frowns of gre 
Men, diſobliging a Friend, being treated as fingulx 
being at ſome Expences for Chriſt's and Religion 
Sake: and by the Influence of this ſlaviſn Fear t 
2 kept in Subjection to Sin, and the Powers of Da 
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But this Hope fortifies the Spirit, that a Man dar 
face Dangers, and encounter Difhculties in God's Cauk 
It makes him bold, like Nehemiah, that he will nil 
leave his Work, and fly from Duty, though it be u 
fave his Life. When Shemaiah told Nehemiah, the 
would come in the Night to ſlay him, he bravely re 
plied, Should ſuch a Man as I fly; and who «1 
that being as I am, would go into the Temple to 
his Life * I will not go in, Nehem. vi. 11. He ba 
this lively Hope in him, that made him couragious it 
the Performance of Duty, and to think it a Dip 
| nt, to ſuffer himſelf to be governed and b fe 
by a Principle of carnal Fear. 

There are no ſuch valiant Soldiers in Chriſt's Arm 
as they who have conquered the Fear of Death by tit 
powerful Hope of eternal Life; they are the Perſon 
who acquit themſelves as Men in the Lord's Battle, t 
the Honour of Chriſt their Captain: Whereas a time 
rous cowardly Chriſtian will make nothing of his Pr. 

ſeſſion of. Godlineſs, but be ready to let it go and ci 

out, A Lion is in the Way, upon the leaſt Appearand ] 
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[ 33 ] 
cr Apprehenſion of Danger; he dare not ſtand up for 
God and Chriſt, nor be ſeen in his Duty, when the 
Maligniry of the Times hath made it hazardous: He 
vill launch forth no further in the Cauſe of Religion, 

than that he may retreat with Safety, in Caſe he ſee a 
Storm ariſing. 3 

To our Perſeverance therefore in a holy. Courſe, there 
z requiſite a Spirit of Courage to withſtand the Cor- 
ruption of the Times, and to be valiant for deſpiſed 
Truth, and rather, to ſeal it with our deareſt Blood; 
ence} than betray it. 

Now tis a Chriſtian Hope that breeds and nouriſhes 
this Spirit, ſo that the Poſſeſſors of it are not aſhamed 
of a perſecuted Profeſſion, but will perſiſt in it againſt 
the Contradictions of an ungodly World: „ Say not, 
« ſays one, thou haſt Royal Blood running 1n as Veins, 
« and art begotten of God, except thou canſt prove 
thy Pedigree by this heroick Spirit, and dare be 
« holy, in Spight of Men and Devils.” 

(6. Chriſtian Hope begets Diligence. He that hath 
Jl this Hope in him will not do what may diſſerve, or 
TW emit what may ſerve the Deſign he hopes to accom- 
pliſh ; for he doth not hope to be ſaved by Talking, 
or fitting ſtill. 

Though we can't properly earn Heaven, as Wages 
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due to our Work, yet God requires, that we labour 
FF hard for it before we have it, and ork; out our Sal- 
x vation with Fear and Trembling, Phil. ii. 12. and give 
Hau al Diligence to make our Calling and Election ſure, 2 Pet. 
j. 10. 

Hope in all Employments i the Principle of active 
Diligence: Ho fn the Merchant through infinite 
© Hazards to both the Indies: Hope ſends the Husband- 
i man to the Plough, and raiſes the Tradeſman early from 
mo his Bed, and puts him on his long Journey to Fairs 
Prog and Markets. | aſt p 

do in Religion, Hope is the great ument o 
nd Duty. Were 1 not for the Proſpect of a glorious Re- 

*_ | C com- 
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compence of Reward, Tr would languiſh, and 
Leal die; the Spirit and Life of Duty would vaniſh: 
Without which the outward Part of Duty would be 
but an empty Formality, or a ſolemn Piece of Page- 
antry. Every Service done for God, which is not a 
nimated by an Hope of final Bleſſedneſs in him, is but 
the Sacrifice of Fools. Why is this Hope called a 
lively Hope, 1 Pet. i. 3. but partly from its Effect and 
4. becauſe it makes the Poſſeſſors of it livdy 
and vigorous in the Performance of Duty, and the 
Purſuit of Heaven, and partly from its Perpetuity ? 
"Tis fuch an Hope as will not fail and give up the 
| Ghoſt, as the Hypocrites doth. 

Why are Believers induſtrious in God's Service? 
Why do they proclaim War with Sin ? Deny them- 
ſelves ſenſual Pleaſures and preſent Gain? Why do they 
improve their Day of Grace, and ſerve God inſtantly 
Day and Night, as the Twelve Tribes did, Acts xxvi. 
7. but becauſe they are animated by an Hope of the 
Promiſes ? | 

In a Word, why do they abound in the Work of 
the Lord ? but becauſe they hope and are perſuaded 
that their Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord? 
And who can forbear running the Race of Holinef, 
that hath ſuch a glorious Prize in his Eye and Hope! 
Who can be unwilling to put forth all his Might in 
fighting the good Fight of Faith, when he hopes to ſtorm 
Heaven and take the Kingdom of Glory by Force? 

(7. Hope prompts the C hriſtian to Prayer, which 
is a Heart-purifying Duty. 7 

Hope to Speed will make us earneſt and importu- 
nate with God for the Spirit of Sanctification, to heal 
and cleanſe our corrupt Natures, and to carry on the 
Work of Grace he hath begun. | 

He that hopes to obtain of God whatever he ask- 
eth agreeable to his Will, will ask abundantly that his 
Joy may besfull; and he knows that his Sanctifica- 
tion is the Will of God, therefore he can _— 
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beg of him, that this his Will may be done upon 
him, that he may poſſeſs his Veſſel, not in Concu- 
piſcence and fleſhly Luſts, but in Sanctification and 
Honour. 

It is only he who is in a State of Hope, that can 
nd may pray, and of ſuch 'tis only they who have 
this Grace of Hope in their Hearts, that will pray as 
they ought. 

A deep Senſe of their Wants will drive them, and 
the aſſured Hopes of meeting with ſuitable Supplies, 
will draw them to the Throne of God's free Grace, 
nd keep them there till the Lord be gracious to them 
x the Voice of their Cry, and faith, I will, be ye 
dan. 

(8. Hope in Chriſt and Heaven produceth a Love 
to Holineſs, and makes the Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe of 
t our Nelight. | 

How can it be otherwiſe, when we hope that Ho- 
ineſs will be a great Part of our Happineſs! Do we 
hope that Holineſs will be a gainful Trade, and bring 
n the greateſt Profit? This muſt make the Practice 
nd following of it very agreeable to us, and cauſe us 
to find Pleaſure in it. 

I grant, we muſt labour to be fo refined and exalt- 
ed in our Spirits, as to be holy for Holin:ſs-Sake, to 
all in Love with it for its own native Beauty and 
ntrinſick Excellency ; but yet the Rewardableneſs of 
t renders it more amiable, is an Addition to its Beau- 
ty and Luſtre, and no ſmall Advantage to our Love 
w it, and Complacency in it. And there is nothing 
Ike Love to facilitate the Practice of it, and help for- 
ward our Growth 1n 1t. 

(9. And Laſtly, It poſſeſſeth the Soul with Pati- 
ace in bearing r in performing the 
everer Exerciſes of Religion, and in waiting for the 
Accompliſhment of Promiſes that ſeem delayed in Re- 
het of Time. In 1 Thefſ: i. 3. we read of the Pa- 
tance of Hope in our _ Jeſus Chriſt in the _— 
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36 
of God and our Father. A voluntary and coniſtant 
Patience under the Croſs for the Goſpel's Sake is u 
held by the Hope of a far exceeding and eternal Weight 

of Glory; as one ſaith, „“ Hope is no- 
Dr. Collins. „ thing elſe but Faith looking out at the 
| « Windows of the Soul, in Expectation 

« of the Coming of the Thing believed. 

God is not capable of Hope, for ſuch is the infi- 
nite Perfection of his bleſſed Nature, thar he has all 
Good in Enjoyment, nothing in Defire. The Angels 
and glorified Saints can't properly hope, they are in 
the Poſſeſſion of their End, and enjoy the Vltimation 
of _ And the Devils and os. Fon? Souls are 
uncapable of Hope, they ha'n't the leaſt Star-Light 
of a Promiſe to refreſh that everlaſting Night of Dark- 
neſs they poſſeſs. 

Hope = is a Grace proper to the preſent State, 
where we are upon our Way to Reſt. In Heaven, 
Hope as a Means ceaſeth, as the Bloſſoms drop off 
wherr the Fruit grows up; but while we are at a Diſ- 
tance from the promiſed Reward hoped for, our Hope 
produceth Patience, both in _— the Croſſes and 
Troubles neceſſary to train us up for it; and alſo in 
waiting till our Change come, and we are made fit to 
be Partakers of our Hope. 

And this Patience produced by Hope is highly res- 
ſonable, for though the Things prepared for the Saints 
be future, yet they are fo tranfcendently great, that 
they fwallow up the Pain of Expectation and Hope. 

Moreover, Hope not only makes that which is fu- 
ture to be preſent, but repreſents in one View that 
which can't be enjoyed but in Intervals of Time; it 
unites the ſucceſſive Parts in one Point, ſo that what 
is divided and leſſened in the Fruition, which is al- 
ways gradual, is offered by our Hope to us at once 
and entire; and this makes the Exerciſe of Patience 
arid Expectation far eaſier to us. We are ſaved by 
Hope, but Hope that is ſeen is not Hope, for what 4 


Man 
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Man ſeeth why doth he yet hope for * But if we hope 


for that we ſee not, then do we with Patience wait for 


4, Rom. viti. 24. Now, Patience is one Branch of 
2 Chriſtian's Purity, as Impatience is a ſpiritual Impu- 
rity and Diſorder. If Holineſs be a Chain or an Aſ- 
ſembly of all Graces, Patience muſt be included among 
others; both as it preſerves the Soul in a becoming 
Temper towards God and Man; and as it enables the 
Soul to practiſe all other Graces, which tend to pre- 
pare it for the Bleſſedneſs hoped for. 

Thus have I ſhewn you, by theſe various Effects 
of Hope, what an Influence it hath on Selt-Purifica- 
ion. 

(5. Improvement. 

1. We may infer, that there's a great deal of falſe 
Hope in the World, yea, in the Chriſtian World. 
Many claim this Hope in Chriſt and Heaven, who are 
not able to give 4 Reaſon of their Hope, 1 Pet. iii. 15. 
What Matter of Grief is it that many Millions in one 
Generation after another periſh, = go to Hell poſs 
ſeſſed of groundleſs Hopes of Heaven, and will not be 
undeceived *rill the dreadful Experience of everlaſting 
Flames open their Eyes ! 

Wherefore ſeeing this groundleſs Hope is Satan's 
great Engine to keep People quiet and afleep in a State 
of Sin, till he has got them out of Reach of a Cure; 
and ſince nothing is either more deſtructive, or more 
common, I ſhall endeavour to overthrow this Hope, 
and to beat it out of all its Refuges, to prevent, if 
poſſible, the Deception and Miſery of Sinners by it. 
(..) Some hope to be ſaved, becauſe God is mer- 
ciful and good ; the common Mercies of God are the 
Foundation on which many build their Hopes of Hea- 
ven; but the abſolute Mercy of God, conſidered in 
itſelf, or the common Emanations of it, is too weak a 
Foundation for ſuch Hopes. For though God is a 
God of infinite Mercy, yet we have no Reaſon to 
apprehend that his Mercy _ Goodneſs oblige =_ to 
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fave all Men, let their Hearts be ever ſo impure, their 
Lives ever ſo full of Diſorder. | 
| God is neceſſarily merciful and good, but the Ex- 
erciſe, Diſpenſation, and Effects of his Mercy and 
Goodneſs are arbitrary, and ordered by his Will, gui- 
ded by his infinite Wiſdom 3 He hath Mercy on hom 
he will have Mercy, and ſheweth Compaſſion to whom he 
will ſhew Compaſſion, Rom. 1x. 18. 

Now, he hath determined to give forth his ſaving 
Mercy in a Covenant, or legal Way, upon certain Terms 
or Conditions, which he Path made neceſſary to ren- 
der the Objects capable of it, ſuch as, Faith in his 
_— Chriſt, Repentance towards himſelf, and nav 
Obedience. If any then come not up to theſe Terms, 
and labour not to become fit Recipients of God's 
ſaving Mercy, they ſhall go without it, for be there 
never ſo much Mercy in God, and be he never {6 
ready to beſtow it, they who prepare not themſelves 
ſhall not taſte it ; God's Mercy doth not bind him 
to fave Men in their Sins, and he will be able to re- 
concile his infinite Mercy and Goodneſs with their 
endleſs Miſery and Torment. 

Oh ! that ſuch Sinners would conſider that they 
build their Hope on a Foundation that will equally 
ſerve the Devils to build on ! God is merciful, and 
they know it ; and yet they are held in Chains of 
everlaſting Darkneſs, and muſt ſuffer the Vengeance of 
_ eternal Fire. | 

Again, Arguments againſt this falſe Hope of un- 
converted Sinners may be drawn even from God's 
Goodneſs, who may be good, and yet not do Good 
to me: For, if God be good, then he hates Evil, 
and my Conſcience tells me, I am altogether evil. If God 
be good, he is moſt good to himſelf, and will not en- 
dure his Creatures to act againſt him without Puniſh- 
ment. Now what will become of thy Hope, when that 
Goodneſs thou foundeſt it upon will implead thee, ſay ing, 
Lord ſave him not, for he has abuſed me, he has ſinned againſt 
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me, and rendered himſelf unfit for Communion with me. 
(2.) Others build their Hopes on God's Providence, 
and their preſent ourward Proſperity, without any 
Word of Promiſe to ſupport them ; they live in Plenty, 
and thrive in the World, and therefore think their 
Mountain ſtandeth ſtrong, that they ſhall never be 
moved, and make Gold their Hope, and fins Gold their 

e; and becauſe their earthly Riches procure 
them Reſpect and Eſteem in the World, they perſuade 
themſelves they have alſo the Favour of God. 

But, what a deceitful Hope is this ! for, with God 
there is no Reſpect of Perſons, he loves no Man for 
his Riches, nor hates any Man for his Poverty; and 
therefore no Argument of God's Love or Hatred can 
be drawn meerly from Men's outward Condition; for 
10 Man knoweth either Love or Hatred by all that is be- 
fore him, Eccleſ. ix. 1. Did they fo, were Riches 
a Mark of God's Favour, then we might take our In- 
dex Expurgatorius, and daſh out of the New Teſtament 
that Sentence of our Lord, Moc unto you that are rich, 
fir ye have recerved your Conſolation, L. uke vi. 24. and 
write inſtead of it, Bleſſed are ye that are rich. 

Indeed, if the Gifts of God might be purchaſed 
with Money, as Simon Magus thought; if God ſets 
Heaven to Sale, as the Pope doth his Pardons, then he 
that had the largeſt Purſe : ein would have the weigh- 
tieſt Crown hereafter; then the Goſpel would be fad 
Tidings to poor Men. But the Door of Heaven was 
never yet opencd by a Golden Key ; God never gave 
earthly Poſſeſſions as Earneſts of the heavenly Inheri- 
tance : But, as the Moon, when ſhe is at the Full, 
is fartheſt from, and in direct Oppoſition to the Sun, 
ſo tis the Temper of moſt to be fartheſt from, and 
moſt oppoſite to Chriſt, when oy receive the moſt 
Light of Proſperity from him, and are fulleſt of the 
Bleſſings of his Goodneſs : They that have the beſt 
of this World are often the worſt Men. Julian the 
Apoſtate, who by the greateſt Art and Policy ſtudicd 


do 
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to overthrow the Chriſtian Name, ſo much obſerved this, 


that he made it a Rule, Rather to corrupt Men by 
Honours, than to compel them by Torments. 
If I be wicked, or made worſe by my Riches, and 
_ pleaſant Circumſtances, how abſurd and prepoſterous is 
it, to infer thence God's ſpecial Love for me] Ha'n't 
I more Ground to fear they are given in Wrath, 2 
Quails to the murmuring /ſrazlites? What is a fine 
Suit of Cloaths with the Plague in them? Can a Beg. 
pr conclude he ſhall be made a Nobleman's Heir from 
is receiving an Alms at his Door? No more can q 
Man conclude from his worldly Proſperity, that he 
is an Heir of eternal Life. For, 

I.) This is not an invariable, or permanent Good, 
but fading, and of ſhort Continuance, I have ſeen the 
Wicked, ſays the Pſalmiſt, in great Power, and ſpreadi 
bimſelf like « four Ba The o yet he paſſes pookg 
lo, he was not; yea, I ſought him, but he could not be 
found, Pſal. xxxvii. 35, 36. How ſoon was Hana; 
Proſperity over | How ſhort-liv'd Adoni jah's Reign 
and Royalty ! How quick the Period of Abſalom's 
FRG Days !* Earthly Proſperity, though it be a 

utiful Flower in the Eyes of Worldlings, yet 
*tis a withering one, like Fonah's Gourd, it ſoon fades; 
And then, . your Hope when the Foundation 
of it is gone? That which muſt ſupport an incor- 
ruptible Spirit, had Need be ſomething of an incor- 
ruptible Nature. He that builds for Eternity ſhould 
build firmly, and make Choice of a more ſtable Foun- 
dation than the uncertain” Riches of this World, that 
change rheir Owners as oft as ſome Servants do their 
Maſters. As the Baſs of your Hope is, ſo muſt needs 
be the Hope that is erected on it; a Hope of a Fe- 
licity that endures for ever built _ Riche that are 
not for ever, Prov. xxvii. 24. muſt periſh when thoſe 
Riches the Baſis of it fail. 

2.) That out of which Evil uſually ſprings can't 
make a ſaſe Foundation to build your Hope of the 
N . greateſt 
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teſt Good upon. Now, a three fold Evil ſprin 
* wicked * of his preſent Profj hs 8 

[1.] Proſperity hardeneth his Heart, which is a ſpi- 
ritual Judgment in the midſt of temporal Enjoyments, 
and wholly indiſpoſes a Man for the Sight of God; 
Becauſe they have no Changes, therefore they fear not God, 
Plal. IV. 19. 7 ſpake unto thee in thy Proſperity, but thou 


ſadſt, I will not hear, Jer. xxii. 21. 


[2.] It is Fuel to his Luſts, it draws out and mul- 
tiphes the Acts of Sin; and can that which feeds 
thoſe Luſts that deſerve Damnation miniſter any Ground 
of Hope for Salvation? When God gives wicked 
Men much in the World, they devote it to the Ser- 
vice of the Fleſh, they maintain their Pride, Luxury, 
and Wantonneſs by it: How then can they hope God 
ſhould entruſt them with the true Riches, when they 
have been ſo unfaithful in improving the Mammon of 
Unrighteouſneſs ? Luke xvi. 11. 
| [3+] It haſtens his Deſtruction: The Proſperity of 
Fools ſhall deſtroy them, Prov. i. 32. That which 
increaſeth Sin muſt greaten and haſten Wrath; for our 
ſuffering Evil is not only deſerved, but proportioned 
by our doing Evil. He that wants ſpiritual Wiſdom 


to govern himſelf in a proſperous State, is ſlain by his 
Proſperity. Wicked Men proſpering in their Wicked- 
neſs, are like Grapes hung in the Sun- ſhine till they 
be ripe, and fit for the Winc-Preſs. 


From the whole, tis evident that Men can fetch no 


firm Hope of Salvation from their proſperous State; 


he that fared deliciouſly every Day, in a while ſaw the 
Scene changed, and found himſelf tormented in un- 


quenchable Flames. 


(3.) Some ground their Hopes of Heaven on thoſe 


common Relations wherein God ſtands to us, and we 
to him; as on God's Part, that he is their Creator, 
Owner, Preſerver, Protector, Governor, and Benefac- 
tor : On their Part, that they arc his Creatures and 
Subjects, 


Many 
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Many poor Wretches, when asked for a Reaſon of 
their Hope, can only anſwer, „ They hope he that 
« made them will have Mercy on them, and that God 
« did not make them that he might damn them.” 

But let ſuch as theſe read Jeruſalem's Doom in J 
XXVit. II. For it is 4 People of no Underſtanding, there. 
fore he that made them will not have Mercy on them, 
and he that formed them ill ſhew them no Favour, 
God's making us, whether it be referred to our pri- 
mitive Creation in Adam, or to our Procreation by 
our next Parent, is no Obligation on God to ſhew 
Mercy to us, in Regard we have degenerated ſadly 
from what he made us. God made us upright and 
holy, but we have made ourſclves Sinners; and his 
Judgmcnts will find us what Sin has made us, if we 
don't make our Eſcape out of this ſinful Condition by 
Repentance, and are not new-made by God's regene- 
rating Grace. He planted us a noble Vine, whol 4 
right Sced, but how are we turned into the depenerat 
Plant of a ſtrange Vine? Jer. ii. 21. Tis jut there- 
fore in him to eſtrange himſelf from us. 

And though he be our Owner, and at firſt ſet his 
Mark, his moral Image on us, yet ſince we have dif- 
owned him, and defaced his Mark, and contracted the 
a. a of the Devil, he may juſtly diſown us 
and give unto Satan them that are his. 

Beſides, none need fear being damned, if God's 
being their Maker was a ſufficient Ground of Hope, 
for he is equally the Maker and Preferver of the whole 
World; he is the Maker of Devils, and yet they are 
in a State of Damnation. 

Again, Thou who flattereſt thyſelf, that God who 
created thee will therefore fave thee, doſt thou anſwer 
the End of thy Creation? Has it been thy chief Endez- 
your to love, and glorify, and ſerve him that made 
thee? Or, Haſt not thou lived in Diſobedience to 
him, and forgotten him Days without Number? How 


canſt thou hope for the Bencfits of Olorification * 
e 
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the Benefits of Creation, when thou haſt ſo wofully 
buſed and perverted them ? 

I can aflure you, tis not enough to beget the Hope 
of Glory in you, that you are Creatures, unleſs you 
te allo new Creatures, made fo by the regenerating 
Crace of God. 

Is it not enough that God is willing to ſave you 
won eaſy and unrefuſable Terms, but he muſt alſo fave 
you, though you neglect your own Salyation, and re- 
fuſe his Terms of Mercy? 

(4-) Others build thei Hopes on Actions which 
they do, and Sufferings which they undergo, that are, 
fr the Matter of them, the fame that the People of 
God do, and ſuffer. 

Cain and Abel both offered Sacrifices to God upon 
bs Altar, at his appointed Time, yet one is in Heaven, 
the other in Hell. Peter and Judas both preached 
Chriſt, yet one was ſaved, and the other damned. 

The Scribes and Phariſees gave Alms, and prayed, 
8 well as Cornelius; yet they are rejected, and he is 
xcepted. Two Perſons may hear the fame Word of 
God, and yet the Effects of it be very differing; to 
me it may prove the Sævour of Life, to the other the 
Sworur of Death. You read, Like xviii. 10. T hat two 
Men went up into the Temple to pray, the one a Pha- 
riſee, the = a Publican ; yet one went down to his 
Houſe juſtified rather than the other. Here was the 
fame material Duty performed by both, but. their _ 
nts and the Manner of Performance greatly differed. 

So that the external Worſhip of God, hearing the 
Word, commending the Preachers, going to the Sacra- 
ment, and the doing other Duties materially the fame 
that God's peculiar People do, are not ſufficicnt to give 
us a well-grounded Hope, for God regards the Frame 
of our Spirits, and our Ends in Duty more than the 
Matter of them. That which is a proper Ground of 


Hope muſt be ſomething above the Reach of an Hy- 
pocr Ie; 


__- 
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pocrite, otherwiſe *twill leave us, with Hypocrites, 


ſhort of Heaven. 


And there's a Parity of Reaſon, as to thoſe Suffer. 


ings we undergo in common with God's Children, 
Many, becauſe they know ſo much Sorrow, and 90 
through ſo many Sufferings in this Life, hope, that 
ſurely they ſhall be ſer free in the Life to come: 
But let fuch know, that there are no Promiſes made 
to bare Sufferings ; and where there's no Promiſe, there's 
no Ground of Hope: Nay, tis poſſible a Man may 
ſuffer in the Cauſe of Chriſt, and yet miſcarry, be- 
cauſe he ſuffers not with a Chriſtian Spirit, nor out of 
Love to Jeſus Chriſt. The Apoſtle Paul makes a Sup- 
poſition that confirms this, 1 Cor. xiii. 3. Thongh J 
give my Body to be burned, and have not Charity, it pri. 
fiteth me nothing. | 

(5-) Some ulld their Hope upon their Participation 
of Church-Privileges, as their being born of Chriſtian 
Parents, Who got them baptiz d, entered them into 
Covenant with God, gave them a Religious Educ 
tion, and have engaged the Prayers of many good 
People for them. 

But did not the Fes make this very Claim! Did 
not they bear the Mark of God's Covenant in thar 


| Fleſh, by which they were diſtinguiſhed from the 


uncircumciſed Gentiles ? Had they not Abraham for 
their Father? Were they not deſcended of Religious 
Anceſtors, with whom God had eſtabliſhed his Cove- 
nant? Had they not the Symbols or Tokens of God's 
ſpecial Prefence with them? And did they not cry, Th: 
Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord are theſe, Jer. vii. 
Yet, notwithſtanding all theſe Privileges, theſe Children 
of the Kingdom ſhall be caſt out into utter Darkweſs; 
Many that are firſt ſhall be laſt, and the laſt ſpall be 
firſt, Mar. viii. 12. And doth not our bleſſed Lord 
beat the Fes from this Refuge, the Dignity of their 
Pedigree, and the Piety of their Progenitors, in Au. 


i. 9. Thin. not to ſay within yourſelves, We have A- 


braham 
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kaham to aur Father, for, I ſay unto jou, that God is 


J of theſe Stones to raiſe up Children unto Abraham. 


In vain is the Piety of our Parents pleaded, if we 
don't draw their Virtues and Graces into Example by 
ur Imitation of them: Who was higher in Church-Pri- 
nikges than St. Paul, which he reckons up, Phil. iii. 


8? yet after God had revealed his Son in him, 


he durſt not anchor his Hopes on them, but counted 
A Loſs for Chriſt. _ 

That general Conceit of Men, that they were re- 
generated in Baptiſm, furthers the Deceit of great 
Numbers, when there is an utter Impoſſibility, that 
Baptiſm ſhould either principally or inſtrumentally work 
my Grace in the Soul of an Infant without a Miracle : 
For, if it do, tis either by a Phyſical proper Efficiency, 
or elſe morally. 

Not Phy/ically, becauſe then the Water muſt be ca- 
able, 1. Of receiving the Grace, and 2. Of approach- 
ng the Soul in the Application and Conveyance. 
Both which are Impoſſibilities in Nature. 

Nor can Baptiſm work morally, where there is not 
the Uſe of Reaſon to underſtand, and conſider of its 
dgnification. God is a free Agent, and by meer Con- 
comitancy may make Baptiſm the Seaſon of regene- 
nting whom he pleafes ; but that he never intended 
Regeneration to be the End of Baptiſm, may, I think, 
be eaſily proved. As for Men at Age, the Matter is 
out of Queſtion, ſceing Faith and Repentance is every 
where required of them to make them capable of Bap- 
tim. Now to make it the great End of the Ordi- 
nance to effect that in Infants which is a pre-requiſite 
Condition in all others, ſeems a ſtrange Fiction, and 
hath nothing conſiderable that I know of to ſupport 
t. Though I grant it to be an Inſtrument of rela- 
tive Regeneration and Sanctification. 

From what has been ſaid, it appears that they who 
build their Hopes upon the Fo: ndation of a Baptiſ- 
mal Regeneration, build upon a Nullity ; for we fee, 


by 
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by their Fruits, that many of thoſe that are baptized 
are not regenerated. ſeeing we are born God's 
Enemies, we muſt be new-born his Sons, or remain 
Enemies ſtill. | | 

| (6.) Others hope for Salvation, becauſe they are not 
ſo bad as their Neighbours : But let ſuch take No- 
tice, that as there are ſeveral Degrees of good Men, ſo 
there are ſeveral Degrees of bad Men, and according. 
ly, there are in Hell ſeveral Degrees of Torments pre. 
pared for them. Some are far better than others, and 
yet not good enough to be faved. A Man may be 
almoſt a Chriſtian, and yet there may be one T hing 
_ lacking that belongs to the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, 
and is neceſſary to conſtitute him a true Chriſtian, 5 
want of which he may be loſt. Some that are not fat 
from the Kingdom of God, yet never enter into it; 
but are at laſt ſhut out. The young Man that came 
to Chriſt to enquire of him the Way to eternal Liſe, 
was far better than the Scribes and Phariſees, who railed 
at Jeſus Chriſt, and counted him a Deceiver; yet this 
hopeful Youth was kept from Goſpel- Obedience and 
Salvation by his Love to this World, Mat. xix. 

The five fooliſh Virgins were not ſo bad as many 
others; that they are called Yirgins, intimares, that 
they had kept themſelves free from the groſs Polluti- 
ons of the World ; and that they had , implies, 
they made a Profeſſion of Religion, yet their having 
no Oil, plainly ſhews they were graceleſs, and are 
therefore ſhut out, Ma. xxv. | 

God never laid our Salvation upon Negatives or 
Compariſons, he never promiſed, that if we were no 
Drunkards, Swearers, or Adulterers, we ſhould be e- 
ternally ſaved: All that ſuch can hope for, who 
have no better Ground of Hope to reſt on, is an 
eaſier Damnation than others, or a cooler Place in 
Hell. But ſmall is the Comfort of this, the cooleſt 
Place in Hell will be found hot enough. 


(7.) Some 
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(7.) Some build their Hope on a Form of Godli- 
neſs, an outward Profeſſion of Religion, and an exter- 
al Conformity to the Laws of God. Many hope it 
ſhall go well with them, becauſe they are Hearers of 
the Word, read the Scripture, and love good Mini- 
ſters, becauſe they keep good Company, — pay every 
one their own. But this is a very ſlender Baſs to 
found an Hope of eternal Life upon; how nearer are 
they to Heaven for having a Form of Godlineſs, while 
they _ the Power ** ? What will it avail 
them to hear the Word of God, if they will not do 
t? For, they are the Doersof the Law only that ſhall 
be juſtified, Rom. ii. 13. Many of Chriſt's Hearers 
re now in Hell, Lulę xiii. 26, 27. Then ſhall ye be- 
mm to ſay, We have eaten and drank in thy Preſence, 
ad thou haſt raught in our Streets; but he ſhall ſay, I 
ell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from me 
al ye Workers of Iniquity. Working Iniquity, you ſes 
my ſtand with a Profeſſion of Godlineſs, and hearing 
the Word; ſuch a Profeſſion and Hearing therefore 
will never ſcreen you from the fearful Doom juſt 
mentioned : And what our Lord faith, Marth. vu. 
26, 27. Every one that heareth theſe Sayings of mine, 
ad doth them not, ſhall be likened unto a fooliſh Man, 
who built his Houſe upon the Sand, is enough to ſhame 
you out of ſuch groundleſs Hopes. But if you are 
not ſhamed out een now, * Diſappointment, 
x leſt, will confound you, according to James i. 
22. Be ye Doers of the Word, and not Hearers - 
deceiving your own Selves. The Profeſſion of Reli 
gion will never paſs with God for the Practice of it; 
nor prove a ſufficient Title to Heaven: Not ev 
one that ſaith, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdoms 
of Heaven, but he that doth the Will of my Father which 
s in Heaven, Mat. vii. 21. So that all who truſt to 
Form of Godlineſs, while they are unchanged into 
the Image bf God, and are void of the Life of os 

Willy 
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will, at length, find themſelves under a miſerable De- 
ception. | 

. 68.) Others hope to be ſaved, becauſe Chriſt has 
died for Sinners: But what is this to them who ne- 
ver felt the Power of his Death in the Death of their 
Sins, nor the Virtue of his Reſurrection in their be- 
ing 8 by his Spirit. 

Though Jeſus Chriſt died, he died not to fave im- 
penitent, unbelieving Sinners, who prefer their Sins to 
their Saviour : He dicd not to procure thce a Licenſe 
to Sin as long, and as much as thou canſt with Im- 

unity. He died not to p< us abſolutely as Sinners, 

ut on certain Terms and Conditions to be fulfilled 
by us, agreed upon, in the Covenant of Redemption be- 
tween Te Father and himſelf. So that to hope in Chriſt's 
Death for Salvation, and yet to refuſe his Terms, and 
deny him Admittance when he knocks at thy Door, 
to hinder him from ſitting as a Prieſt on his Throne 
in thy Heart, and from ruling thee by his Law and 
Spirit, is the ſame as if a ſick Man ſhould hope to be 
recovered, by a Medicine lying by him in his Cham- 
ber, which he will not be perſuaded to take, though 
tis the only one that can cure him. SI 

Chriſt doth not fave us barely as a dying Saviour, 
or as an offered Saviour, but as an accepted, applicd 
Saviour : So that if thou haſt not cordially and thank- 
fully accepted of Jeſus Chriſt for thy Lord; if there 
be not a Chriſt within thee in the Workings of his 
powerful Grace and heavenly Influences inclining thee 
to that which is holy and good; in vain is it to hope 
in a Chriſt without thee. | 
Nay, let me tell thee, the Death of Chriſt will be { 

far from relieving thee, that it will be an Aggravation 
of thy Unhappineſs in Hell, that thou — there for 
{inning againſt that precious Blood which was ſhed to 
fave thee from it. Oh ! what a cutting, what a Heart- 
tearing Reflection will it be to condemned Souls, to 


think, that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould expreſs fo much gw 
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and Pity to them, as to die ſuch a Death as he died 
to fave them from that Condemnation, and yer they 
wou'd not be ruled by lim to do what he wou'd have 
had them done, and what was neceſſary to prevent this 
dreadful State. Oh ! how fad beyond Expreſſion is this; 
when that Dcath which wou'd have faved them from 
everlaſting Death, ſhall thro' their Unbelief and Im- 
penitency give Life and Vigour to their Tortures, and 
render them more unſuppottable. For doubtleſs the 
Damn'd wou'd have. had a lighter Puniſhment in Hell; 
if Chriſt had never died for them. 

09.) Some build their Hope on Purpoſes and Reſolu- 
tions of a future Repentance and Reformation. The 
are not able to withſtand the Power of Conviction of 
the Neceſſity of a Repentance unto Salvation, and there- 
fore ſtifle Conviction, and keep Conſcierice quiet with 
ſome Purpoſes of amending hereafter. But what a 
brittie. Foundation is here! Can that Hope be certain, 
the Ground of which is ſo infinitely uncertain ! Nay, 
thoſe very Purpoſes muſt be uncertain, in regard tis 
not certain they ſhall have Time to proſecute them 
into Performances. How knowelt thou, O delaying 
Sinner, whether thy Life ſhall laſt till thou haſt done 
what thou haſt rc{olv'd upon? Doth it not hang in 
Uncertainties every Moment? And if Death intervene 
between thy Purpoſes and the Execution of them; 
where art thou then ! In what a Cafe ! Wilt not thou 
be thrown into Hell with all thy unperformed Pur- 
poſes about thce ? Is not Hell full of delaying Sin- 
ners, who once purpos'd, and promis'd to themſelves | 
Time after Time to turn over a new Leaf; and be- 
come new Creatures, to leave ſinning, and get the 
ſuving Knowledge of Chriſt, who yet cou'd never 
ſind Time to accompliſh their Purpoſes; but put all 
off till it was too late? 

That Repentance and Reformation, which thou ma- 
keſt the Ground of thy Hope, is future, and hath at 
preſent no Being, by which thou implicitly acknow- 
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ledges to have no E Ground of Hope, for that 
which is not can't be a Foundation for another Thing 
that is. Caſhier then thy groundleſs Hopes, away 
with 'em! *Tis Madneſs to adventure thy Soul and 
thy Salvation on them. | 
(10. ) Others hope it will go well with them, be- 
cauſe they are Orthodox and Sound in Judgment, of 
a right Opinion concerning the Truths of Religion, 
and have Abundance of Knowledge and good Gifts, 
and fide with the Godly Party. 

Bur to ſuch I anſwer, That God will not try 
Men by their Opinions, but by their Hearts and 
Lives. The Apoſtle tells us, that wherher there be 
Tongues, they fhall ceaſe; whether there be Knowledge, it 
ſhall vaniſh avay, 1 Cor. xiii. 8. He means ſpeculative 
Knowledge, which goes no further than the Brain; 
it will vaniſh as to the Uſe and Advantage of it, 
How dreadful is that Complaint, < We Learned Men 
« go with all our Learning to Hell, while the Un- 
cc learned take the Kingdom of Heaven by Force. 

Moreover, the Devil is doubtleſs 1 and has 
more Learning than the moſt learned Clerks. But He, 
with many others among the Learned hold the Truth 
in Unrighteouſneſs, are Hereredex in their Lives; their 
Principles and Practices tread Antipodes to each other. 
Goodneſs doth not always accompany Knowledge; 
nor are they always Godly themſelves who join with 
the Godly Party. So that be Learning, Orthodoxy 
and Gifts never ſo valuable, they fall below ſpecial 
Grace; as a Dunghil may be cover'd with Snow, fo 
theſe Ornaments may ſer off a wicked Man, and will 
but ſerve as a Torch to light him down to Hell, un- 
leſs with them he alſo poſſeſs the Spirit of Love and 
Power, and yields Obedience to the Truth he knows. 
While Men have impure Hearts and filthy Lives, they 
will not be ſav'd for having clear Heads. 

(11.) Some think they have a moral Righteouſncl:, 
and others, that they have Merits; and hereon they 


ground 


1 
ground their Hope. But hear what our Lord faith, 
Except your Righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the Righteouſneſs of 
the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no Caſe enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, Matt. v. 20. This one Text is 
enough to blaſt and confute the Hope that's built on 
that fort of maimed civil Righteouſncſs, which was 
the Phariſees Boaſt, according to Laube xvi. 15. Te are 
they that juſtify your ſelves before Men, but God Hh 


 &th your Hearts ; for that which is highly eſteemed among 


Men, is an Abomination in the Sight of God. 

Can we hope that God will abate us Obedience to 
Commands that immediately concern himſelf, and guard 
his own Honour? Or, that he will not ſtand upon his 
Due, provided Men have theirs? Can we imagine 
that God will allow us to be unjuſt towards Himſelf, 
and account it made up by the Practice of Juſtice to- 
wards Men? This wou'd be to give up his Glory to 
another, which he will certainly never do, this wou'd 


be a preferring his Creatures to Himſelf, 


Let me ask you, wou'd ſuch a Propoſal, ſuch Lan- 


guage as this become the Great God: _= but 


© your Word with your Fellow-Creatures, be honeſt 
* in your Dealings, defrand no Man, covet no 
« Man's Goods, be courteous, be pitiful, relieve thoſe 
& that are in Want, and I ſhall diſpenſe with all the 
e Reſt; tho' you don't love me, nor give any Wor- 
« ſhip, Honour; or Homage to me, nor believe my 
* Promiſes, nor keep your Covenant with me, yet 
* this ſhall not prejudice your Salvation, nor hinder 
« you of Happineſs ? Yet thus do theſe Self- juſti- 
ciarjes introduce the bleſſed God ſpeaking to them. 
Bur behold all ye that kindle a Fire; that compaſs your 
ſelves about with the Sparks of it, walk, in the Light of 
your Tire, and in the ſparks that ye have kindled ; this 
(ball ye have of mine Hand, ye ſpall lie down in Sorrow, 
Ia. I. Ir. This Fire and theſe Sparks are to be under- 
ſtood of ſuch Means of Light, Support and Comfort 
* wicked Worldlings are wont to rely upon; tis an 
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Alluſion to Men's comforting themſelves in cold and 
wet weather by a Fire they have kindled. And 1 
may apply it to thoſe that make their civil Honeſty 
their Hope, for this, without ſupernatural Grace, will 
not warm or comfort the Hearts of thoſe that truſt 
to it, *twill ſooner burn than warm them, they ſhall 
lie down in Sorrow. 

The Death and the Goſpel of the Son of God 
have an higher End and Tendency, than meerly to 
move Men to honeſt Dealings amongſt themſelves. 
Their Deſign is to advance us far above Heathen At- 
tainments, even to reconcile us to God, and to cleanſe 
us from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, that we may 
perfect Holineſs in the Fear of God. | 

(12.) And Lafth, Others form their Hope from 
Goſpel Promiſes miſapplied, and the Conditions of 
which · they never perform'd. But tis certain no Pro- 
miſe of Mercy, of pardoning Grace, or ſanctifying 
Grace, will prove the Validity of your Hope, with- 
out the Qualifications of ſuch Promiſes in your ſelves. 

Tis granted, the Promiſes are rich and clear, and 
are a Chriſtian's principal Evidence, or Foundation of 
his Right to Heaven, but what 1s all this to thee, 
who has nothing to do with the Promiſes ? What do 
they ſignify to thy Comfort, when thy Name is not 
put in them? No more than Bonds and Bills do to 
enrich thee that belong to other Men. The Promiſes 
may be compar'd to the Clothes we wear ; if there 
be Heat in the Body to warm us, they will warm 
us; but if they receive no Heat from us, they will 
give none to us. Where there is Faith in the Pro- 
miſes, and a ſupream Love to the promis d Good, 
there the Promiſe will give Peace, ſtrong Conſolation, 
and inward Joy to the Believer's Boſom ; but on a 
dead unbelieving Heart, the Promiſes lie cold and in- 
effectual, they avail no more than a Cordial pour'd 
into a dead Man's Mouth. A Promiſe, without the 
Condition of the Promiſe perform'd on thy Part, is 
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no Obligation on God's Part, and therefore no fafe 
Ground of Hope on thine. 
Thus have I diſcover'd the rotten Foundation that 
many build their Hope of Glory on, which the Lord 
grant may have this nappy Effect, to keep you from 


loſing your Souls by reſting on them. 

Curſed be thy Hopes, impenitent Sinner! becauſe 
they are diſgraceful to Almighty God, tending to 
make him a Lyar and Unyuſt ; and becauſe they are 
dangerous to thy own Soul, tending to rock thee 
aſleep in the Cradle of Security. 

Thou may'ſt as well hope that the Devils ſhall 
come out of Hell into Heaven, as that thou ſhalt go 
out of Earth into Heaven, who never yet diedſt unto 
Sin, nor beganſt to live to God. 

And for ever to diſcourage fuch Hopes, and deli- 
ver you from them; let me add, that a falſe Hope 


is conſcquentially chargeable, | 


1. ] With Blaſphemy. 
2.] Deſpair and Death are its Iſſues. 


I.] Blaſphemy. For what is it leſs to hope that God 
wil prove n Dn and never a Threat- 
nings ? Either then God muſt forſake his Truth, or 
theſe curſed Hopes will forſake them. Hath not God 
declar d, that the Wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, aud 
all that forget God, Pfal. ix. 17? And that without He- 
lizeſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. xii. 14 ? Now if 
unholy and impenitent Sinners ſhall ſee God, and the 
wicked eſcape Hell and ger to Heaven, where's the 
Veracity of God? And what is become of his Truth? 
Away therefore with ſuch a God provoking, blaſphe- 
mous Hope ! | 

Lz. ] Deſperation and Death are the end of it. When 
the Wicked's Hope is loſt and gone, the Horrors of 
Deſperation ſucceed, which like a Worm will be per- 
petually gnawing the Soul. Deſpair is a Sin here, 

ED whilſt 


141. 
- whilſt we are in a State of Hope, but 'tis chang'd in- 

to a Puniſhment in Hell, and is one of the foreſt Parts 
of Puniſhment there. Tis an Anow that drinks up 
the Spirit, and makes the Creature an Exccutioner to 
it ſeff. To think, I have put my ſcif beyond all 
Hope and Poſhbiliry of Relief, and have laid the 
Foundation of perpetual Deſpair by cheriſhing a a 
« falſe Hope: How can we bear up under ſuch Re- 
| Actions ? How will they tear the Heart, and ſcorch 
the Conſcience ! | 

Death is another Iſſue of it, For 2vhat is the pe 
of the Hypocrite, tho he hath 2 when God taketh 
away his Soul ? Job xxvii. 8. Tis a Hope that ſhall pe- 
riſh, Job viii. 13. When they die, their Hopes die 
together with them; Death that cuts off the Thread 
= their Lives, cuts off all their Hopes, Hope is the 
laſt Piece which Man quits the Poſſeſſion of in his 
greateſt Extremities, and when that is gone, all is 
gone; if your Hope dieth, your Duties die, your 
Endeavours die, your Joys and Comforts die, and 
your Souls die; Man hath nothing more to be de- 
ſtroy'd, after his Hope is deſtroy t. 
Ide Righteous hath Hope in his Death, for then 
his Hopes are molt lively and neareſt to Fruition ; 
but there is Death in the Hopes of the Wicked, they 
vaniſh in a Tragical Expiration, The Heart of their 
Hopes will be broken at Death, they muſt bid them 
all Farewe!, and periſh together with them. 
The Giving up of the Ghoſt, Job X1. 20. Is a moſt 

fit, but terrible Reſemblance of a wicked Man's giving 
up his Hopes. For, | 


I.) As the Soul departeth not from the Body 
without the greatcit Terror and Pain, fo doth the 
Hope of the Wicked depart. Oh, the direful Gripes 
and Pangs of Horror that ſcize upon the Soul of a Sin- 
ner at Death and Judgment, when he is parting with 
all his former Hopes“ 
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2.) The Soul departeth from the Body ſuddenly, 
in 2 Moment after it hath delightfully continued there 
many Years, juſt ſo doth the Hope of a wicked Man 
depart, all on a ſuddain. 

3.) The Soul which then departeth will never re- 

turn to live with the Body, in this World, any more; 
and the Hope of the Wicked, when it departeth, ta- 
keth an everlaſting Leave of his Soul. A Miracle of 
Reſurrection ſhall again conjoin the Soul and Body; 
but there ſhall be no ſuch miraculous Reſurrection of 
the Damned's Hope, 

„ Methinks, ſairh one, it is the moſt doleful Spe- 
& ctacle that this World affords to ſee ſuch an ungod- 
« ly Perſon dying, and to think of his Soul and his 
« Hopes departing together, and with what a fad - 
« Change he 1 appears in the other World“. 

Now, why ſhou' = of you make your ſelves 
ſuch doleful Spectacles, by taking up with an Hope 
that hath Death written upon it, and that can't re- 
leve you in your final Agony | 


2. We may infer the Excellency of Chriſtian Hope. 
It is a Sin-mortifying, an Heart-purifying, a Soul- 
quicting and eſtabliſning Hope. But for this Hope 
in Chriſt, the Chriſtian's Heart wou'd break ; the 
wou'd never bear up under the Succeſſion of Dif 
culties, Sorrows, and Sufferings they meet with here ; 
without this Hope in Chriſt, they won d be of all Men 
moſt miſerable, 1 Cor. xv. 19. ; 

The Excellency of this Hope appeareth by its ſu- 
peradding to common Hope, 


(1.) Sanctity or Holineſs. 

(2.) Solidity and Firmneſs. 

(3.) Certainty. 

(4. Uniform tendency to our Object and end. 


D 4 (1.) Sanctity 
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(J.) Sanctity or Holineſs. The Hope of the Hy. 
pocrite is an impure Hope, it lets them alone in Sin, 
as if they thought Chriſt had repented and believed 
for them. Their Hope will ſtand with an unrency- 
ed Nature and unſanctified Affections; but the Chri- 
ſtian's Hope can't breath in an impure Air, nor con- 
{iſt with the Love of Sin, and the Abſence of God's 
Image, but will excite the Subjects of it to Holineſs 
both of Heart and Life ; hope to live for ever with 
God, will ſtir up all the active Principles in a Man 
to perfect Holineſs in the Fear of God, that ey 
may reſemble him, they hope e're long to be with, 
and ever to behold. | 
(2.) Solidity and Firmneſs. A common Hope 1s an 
unſtable fluctuating Hope, that ebbs and flows wich 
our outward . Proſperity fluſhes it, Dia 
pointment ſtarves it : Tis weak and of little Seb 
ſtance, like a Spider's Web, and can't keep its Foſt 
in a Storm. But the Chriſtian's Hope is a ſolid ſub- 
ſtantial Hope, that will ſtay and ſupport the Soul in 
Extremity, it holds out and endures under all the Vi- 
ciſſitudes and Accidents of Time. Under the ſeve- 
ral Changes of Peace and Wars, Honour and Di- 
ce, Plenty and Poverty, the Chriſtian Hopes ſtill 
Bok he believes all theſe are ſubject to the order- 
ing of divine Providence, and ſhall work together for 
(3.) Certainty. Whercas Uncertainty is the Char- 
cter and Diſparagement of common Hope. Nume- 
tous Accidents may intervene between the N 
and the Fruition of his Hope, that may fill him wit 
Anguiſh for a Diſappointment. Many that hope to 
be rich, die poor; that hope for Preferment, die under 
a Cloud; that hope for Content and Satisfaction in 
the Accompliſhment of their Deſigns, die before the) 
have brought Things to Perfection; and there's an 


End 
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End of them, their Hopes and Happineſs together, 
their Thoughts periſh. 

But the Hope of Chriſtians is a ſure and certain 
Hope, and maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the Love of God 
is ſhed abroad in their Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, hich 
is given unto them, Rom. v. 5. It is a — that will 
never, by the Diſappointment thereof, occaſion them 
to be reproach'd with Weakneſs and Imprudence. For 
their Souls are in the Hands of a compaſſionate and 
fathful Saviour, and the Kingdom they look for at 
the Diſpoſal of a gracious and bountiful God; ſooner 
then ſhall Faithfulneſs degenerare into Perfidiouſneſs, 
Truth into a Lie, Light into Darkneſs, than the Be- 
lievers Intereſt in the laſt Will of Chriſt deceive their 
Expectation; for their Hope is a» Anchor both ſure 
and ſteadfaſt, Heb. vi. 19. 

(4. Uniform Tendency to our Object and End. 
The Hope of all Saints doth meet in one Center of 
Eternal Glory; whereas common Hopes are divari- 
cated and ſcatter d among worldly Trifles. One 
Man hopes for the Reverſion of an Eſtate, another 
for a convenient Houſe, a third for a Benefice, a 


fourth for a Poſt of Honour; but the Saints are 


above all theſe, their Hopes unite in the glorious In- 
heritance purchas'd for them by the Blood of Chriſt. 
And this is enough to fatisfy them all, and to fill 
up their Deſires, tho never ſo extended. On this 
they hope to live in full Content thro eternal Ages. 


3. You may infer your own Privilege, that you 
are in a State of Hope, Priſoners of Hope, notwith- 
ſtanding your great Sins, and your long Contempt of 
offerd Mercy ; and you may infer your own Duty, 
to improve this Privilege by your becoming Partakers 
of this Hope, which, thro the Grace and Long-luf- 
fering of God, is yer attainable, 

The Door of Mercy is not ſhvt, nor the white 
Flag of Peace taken down. God ] ata not 2 done 
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knocking at your Door, no more than he hath ſhyy 
his own. He hath not left courting your Hearts for 
Chriſt, nor given over ſtriving with you by his Holy 
Spirit, in order to conquer the Reſiſtance of your 
Wills ; He does invite you once more by me this Day 
to lay hold on eternal Life, and ro labour after that 
Hope that will ſet you a moving towards the Object 
of your Hope. 

And let me perſuade you to this by the following 


Conſiderations. 


(.) Without this Hope you will have no Sup- 
port under your Afflictions, from which you have 
no Charter of Exemption, for Man is Born to Trou- 
ble. | 

As common Reaſon then bids you expect them, 
Wiſdom will prompt you to prepare for them, that ye 
may be able to bear up under them. But can ye find 
any other A guments, but what are ferch'd from the 
Hope of a Bleſſed Immortality, that will be of ſuffici- 
ent Strength to ſuſtain your Spirit under them ? 

The Unavoidableneſ and Commonneſs of Afflicti- 
ons are ſuch Ccnfiderations a afford but little Relief, 
it muſt be ſomething of an higher Nature that will 
keep the Spirit from being overwhelm'd. When your 
Fleſh fails, and your Strength is gene; when Intereſt, 
Friends, Phyſicians, Servants, Credit can do no more 
for you; when all Creature Supports fink, and you 
are alſo without Hope in Chriſt and Heaven, What 
Shift will you make ? How will you keep Terrors 
from invaiding you? Won't you be as a Ship toſs'd 
upon a rough Tempeſtuous Sea without an Anchor? 


( 2.0 How will you be able to look Death, the 
King of Terrors in the Face, without this Hope of 
eternal Life, when all your worldly Hopes forſale 
you? | 


: Do 
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ur Do you need to be told that we are Born to Die, 
or Int the Time is haſtening when Death will Force your 
ly Peak out of your Bodics, to make their Appearance 
ur Wefore the ſupream Judge of Quick and Dead? And 
y Wo" dreadful will it be then to have no other Hope, 
2 Wit what muſt expire together with this Life? Can ye 
4 che Thoughts of being ſummon'd to this awful Tri- 

uml, without any Hope to be acquitted and juſtified 
o We? Wont it daunt the moſt ſtout-hearted Sinner 

p ſtind in theſe Circumſtances before the great God, 

nuch more than a poor arraign'd Criminal is daunted 
„ien brought before the Judge of an Aſſize without 
Hope of Acquitment? 

No wonder F, unſanctiſied Sinners be very loath to 
Die, for they are unprepared for it, having no Helmet 
v cover their Head in the Day of their final Conflict; 

ey have, alas, a terrible Enemy to conquer, and no 
Weapon to encounter him with. Their Houſe is rea- 
ty to drop down about their Ears, and they know not 
d another to put their Heads in. 

Could we look into the Breaſt of an unſanctified Sin- 
rr, that's going out of this Life, without the Hopes 
o a better; what a ghaſtly Spectacle would this be! 
What a Seat of Horror and Wo ! What a Receptacle 
& black and melancholy Thoughts! What an unca- 
ſj reſtleſs and forlorn Object! 

Well then, if you wou'd not be in a Storm without 
Shelter, in Diſtreſs without Succour, overwhelm'd 
with Grief without an Antidote, languiſhing without 
Cordial, drooping and fainting away without a Sup- 
port ; See thar Troubles find you not without the 
Poſſeſſion of this Chriſtian Hope. | 

But the Poſſeſſors of this Hope know, That hen the 
urthly Torſe of this Tabernacle ſhall be diſſolv d. they 

al have a Building of God, an Houſe not made with 
Hinds, eternal in , 5 Heavens, 2 Cor. 5. 1. therefore 
they ſear not a Diſſolution, 
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If a Man being deſperately ſick to Day, did hor 
he ſhould riſe — . 55 had a M. 
in deſpicable Poverty, Aſſurance, that to morrow 
ſhould riſe a Prince, would theſe Men be afraid to g 
to Bed, would they not rather wiſh the Day at 2 
end, and long to cloſe their Eyes? 

A noble Captain of Thebes having got the Vid 
over his Enemies, but withal receiv'd his mort 
Wound; he made it his great Enquiry, whether hj 
Weapons were ſafe, whether his Buckler was not in hy 
Enemies Hands. And when it was replied all was 
with Fortitude and Chearfulneſs he died. So when 
Chriſtian is to grapple with Death, his main Cate 
that his Bucklcr of Faith, and the Helmet of his Saly; 
tion, hope, be ſafe to guard his Soul, and jthen he litth 
cares what becomes of his outward Members, but die 
in Confidence and Peace. 

But to an impure Sinner, whoſe Heart is deſtitute o 
this Hope, the very Apprehenſions of Death are teri 
ble, much more the Approach of it. Never was Man 
over H. ad and Ears in Debt, fo afraid to meet a Bailif 
as the unſanctificd Sinner is of looking Death, God 
Bailiff in the Face, when he muſt be arreſted for a Debt 
of ren thouſand Talents, and has nothing to pay then 
with, nor any Surety to engage for him. 


E he 2 the Devils and the Dy in 
Hell give for ſuch an Opportunity of gaining this Hop! 

as . of Gell mat Fort: — 358 f 
Had they Millions of Worlds to give, they wouk 
not regret to part with them all for your Poſſibilitis 
and Opportunities, nor think the Purchaſe, on an 
Terms, too dar. Were they in your Circumſtance 
would they neglect the Means of attaining this Hope 
as you do? Would they adventure all upon the un 
ſound Bottom of a falſe Hope? Would they for tht 
fake of worldly Greatneſs, Riches, and ſenſual Delight: 
| TEnouncy 
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enounce their Hopes of everlaſting Glory, which now 
by ſad Experience 5 know the Pos * | 
Why then ſhouldſt thou feed thy Fancy with the 
tO 90 deceitful Hopes of petty Trifles, whilſt thou ſtarveſt 
at Ady Soul by refuſing to take Pains for the infinitely bet- 
r Hope of a glorious Reſurrection, and the promiſed 
Reſt ? Will any thing recompence the Loſs of this 
o Hope? Or, will nothing but too late Experience con- 
ice thee of the Worth of Opportunities for enſuring 
MWHeven by a lively Hope? Oh the Stupidity of un- 
Caſe holy Sinners, that will not know their precious Seaſons, 

nor — them aright, till a dear bought Experience 
of the loſs of the Heavenly Joys wa. them what it 
vas to loſe them 


M 


(4.) You are yet poſſeſs'd of the Means to be- 
get in you this ſame Hope. The Golden Trumpet of 
the everlaſting Goſpel 1s yet ſounding in your Ears, 
the Divine Promiſes, that give Life to this Hope, are 
yer diſplay d before you, and the Royal Precepts of the 
Word that oblige you to come up to the Conditions of 
the Promiſes, are ſtill urg d upon you. The Miniſters 
W of Chriſt are alſo at Work to perſuade you to get this 
e Hope, to direct you how to do it, and to encourage 
your Endeavours after it ; they | uy for you, in 
Hope they may prevail with God to give you this 
i Grace ; they warn you of thoſe evil Ways, and re- 
Pe prove you for thoſe Sins that are Enemies to this Hope; 
they excite you to Watchfulneſs againſt Satan's Tem 
ug tations ; they ſet before 54 Examples of Terror and 
tig Deſpair on the one Hand, where Men have been void 
of this Hope; and of Joy and Triumph on the other 
Hand, where the Saints have been fill'd with this Hope 
of Glory, and been thereby enabled to kiſs a Stake, 
and embrace the Flames. 

Now what Improvement do you make of theſe 
Means end Helps? Do they quicken your Endeavours 
Y to become Partakers of this Hope; 7 you may fol- 
5 low 
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low the Saints, and be numbered with them to Cie 
everlaſting? The End of ** being planted in th 
. Soul is, that it may further us i 
Vt nr our Heavenly Work, and the En 
. Goſpel is to beget in us th 
— thi 
Hope. Which leads me, 
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(J.) Hope will be a great Inſtrument of Duty, ar 
is a neceſſary Motive to all the Parts of your Chi 
ſtian Work. How can you pray and mourn, watch 
and run, and fight, and hold on in Duty without Hope 
If there be not this Principle to ſet you on Work, G0 
will have no Work well done; your Duties will bt 
dead, if Hope be not the Life of them. Praying and 
Hearing wall be dull, if Hope do not quicken them. 
- T grant, a falſe Hope may carry you to the Ourſide 
of Duty, to the Porch © God's Houſe, ncar to the 
Threſhold of Heaven, but it muſt be this true Chriſt 
_— Lam ſpeaking of, that muſt carry you through 

uty into God's Houſe, and within the Gates of 
Heavenly City. Labour then after this Hope. 
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(6.) Ald to all theſe the undoubted Certainty and 
* of a State of Bleſſedneſs and Glory to be 
hoped for. Eads 

Man have leſt all for ity and could you ſpeak with 
them, - is would ſatisfy you, their Hope did not de- 
ceive them, but that the glorious Enjoyments they 
poſſeſs do far exceed their higheſt Hopes: They find 
the Promiſes of this bleſſed State cn which they an- 
chored their Hope, made good ro their everlaſting $t- 
tisfaction, and abundantly beyond their Underſtand- 
ing and Conception. They have no more Doubts con- 
cerning this Bleſſedneſs; they fecl with infinite Pla- 
ſure, and Delight, the S weetneſs of theſe Joys thou an 
called to Hope tor ; ttieir glorified Spirits actually fecd 
upon, and moſt delighttully reluh that Heavenly __ 

thats 
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that's laid up in the Promiſe for thee, and which thou 
ut invited to Labour after. | | 
Verily, had we no higher Hopes than Earthly ones, I 
ſhould rake Man for a molt filly Creature, and his Work 
ind Wages, his Travel and Felicity to be meer Dreams 
nd Vanity, ſcarce worth the mentioning or minding. 
But the Chriſtian hath an higher Hope, even a purify- 
ns Hope, and if this Hope deceive Chriſtians, and 
rove but the Hope of a Fool's Paradiſe, then God 
ach deceived them, for 'tis he who hath revealed the 
zlorious Objects of this Hope, and alſo formed this 
Hope in them. But is there any Fear, leſt Faithfulneſs 


r ſelf ſhould deceive us? Would we did believe and 


Hope till then. Or doth Jehovah need to flatter poor 
Duſt ? If he were minded to deſtroy us, he need not 
kad us about to Deſtruction by any long Methods of 


eceit, tis but drawing a Pin, and our Earthly Houſe 


drops down, and we drop into Hell. 

The Devil may deceive us, and the Blaniſhments of 
the World impole on us, but there's no Gulle in the 
Mouth of God, who hath magnified his Word above all 
bis Name, Pſal. cxxxviii. 2. Since then there does un- 
doubtedly exiſt a future State of Bleſſedneſs, as the Ob- 


ect of Hope, you are concern'd to put forth yqur moſt 


rigorous Endeavours to become 1 of this Hope, 
whoſe Object is infallibly exiſting, and unſpeakably 
gorious. 


4. Profeſſed Chriſtians are oblig'd to evidence the 
Bang and Genuineneſs of their Hope by their Purity, 
and living as becomes the Poſſeſſors of ſuch an Hope. 
It is a Diſparagement to the Bleſſed State ye hope for, 
to live below or beſide your Hope of it; to lie groyel- 
ng on the Earth, as if nothing higher was to be expe&t- 
td; or as if a Clod of Earth was better than a Diadem 
o Glory. Particularly, = 


(I.) Live 


r 64 7 _ 


( 1.) Live better than others, who have not this puri- 
fying Hope. You muſt out-live the Men of the World. 
whoſe Hopes reach not beyond the Bounds of the 
World they are in. Be not like the Wicked here, if 
you would live at a Diſtance from them, and be unlike 
to them hereafter. Do you hope to be ſinging when 
they are ſorrowing and ſighing; to be triumphing and 
rejoycing in the glorious Preſence and Communion of 
your Redeemer, when they are bantthed from thy 
Court of Heaven, and howling and skrieking in Hel}! 
Do you hope to reign with Chriſt in his Kingdom, 
when they ſhall roar with Devils? To ſhine as the Sun 
in the Firmament, in the bright Robes of Glory, when 
they ſhall be put away like Droſs, and riſe to everlaſt- 
ing Shame dad Contempt? Then ſee that you be pray- 
ing, when they are Curſing and Swearing ; be ye 
mourning for Sin, when they are ſporting themſclyes 
with it, making a mock and boaſting of it; be ye 
ſanctifying the Lord's Day in the publick and private 
Exerciſes of his Worſhip, while they are profaning it 
by ſerving the Devil, and pleaſing the Fleſh. | 

Are your Hopes higher? Let your Conve ſation be 
more Heavenly, endeavour what you can to make 
others like you in Holineſs and Duty, bur let not them 
make you like themſelves in Filthincfs and Sin; for we 
muſt not be conform'd to this preſent World, Rom. 12. 2. 
A little Duty will ſerve them, they are tir'd out before 
they are warm in it; but be not ye weary in well 
. doing, for in due Time ye Hall reap if ye faint not, live 
to him with whom ye hope ere long to reign in Life 
eternal; glorify your God and Saviour by your ſtrict 
and godly Lives, whom ye hope will glorify you. 
In a Word, let Men read your Hopes in the Face of 

our Converſation. 

(2.) Live better than your ſelves, whilſt ye were Stran- 
gers to this Hope; ou mult exccl your former ſelves 
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well as Others. Ler it appear by the Chang 


e of 
your Courſe, that this Hope is the Principle of a bet- 


ter Temper than ever ye had in your unregenerate State. 
Shew the Excellency of your Hope in the excellent 
Image of God upon your Spirits; let Men fee, by be- 
holding your holy Care and Diligence to pleaſe God, 
how much Grace can outvie Nature, and what a vaſt 
Difference there is between the unregenerate and rege- 
nerate State; | | 

(3+) Live more like your Pattern the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Exemplify his Virtues, ſhew forth his Praiſes, 
who hath called you our of Darkneſs into his marvellous 
Light. He is ſet before you in my Text as a Pattern 
of Purity, come as near the ſpotleſs Purity of Chriſt 
as you can, though you can't come up to it; keep your 
Pattern in your Eye, and walk as Chriſt walked, that 
the Life of Jeſus may be manifeſted in your Mortal 
Fleſh, for you cannot have a more exact Copy. 

Take the beſt of Men ſince Adam, and they are 
none of them without a flaw ; but the Obedience of 
Chriſt was every way perfect, and himſelf was the moſt 
excellent Repreſentative of the divine Perfections that 
ever appear'd in our World: He came here on purpoſe 
to ſhew the World in his own Perſon, how — of 
Heaven he could make to dwell in Mortal Fleſh ; and 
how gloriouſly the divine Life could triumph over all 
the Infirmities of frail Humanity. : 

Now my Counſel to you, Dear Chriſtians, is, that 
you would look on Jeſus, and be like him, his Example 
is both unexceptionable and imitable. Conſider how 
Chriſt would have carried had he been in your Circum- 
ſtances, and do you likewiſe give Evidence of the Re- 
ality and Excellency of your Hopes, and act ſuitably 
to them, by being conformable to Chriſt your Pats 
tern. 

(4.) Live within View of what you hope for. If 
Heaven was more in your Sight, what haſte 9 

E | e 


66 
make towards it, would any thing divert you from the 
Purſuit of it? Would you not Stretch every Nerve, 
and act to the utmoſt = you might take that Kinge 
dom by Force? What manner of Perfons would a Pro- 
ſpe& of the Glory thereof make you! What vigorous 
Endeavors in a way of Obedience would this produce! 
Methinks a believing Foreſight of Heaven ſhould have 
in it a transforming Virtue, to change you into the 
Likcneſs of the bleſſed Inhabitants of that glorious 
City. | | 
66. Live like the Perſons ye hope ere long to be. Do 
ve not Hope in a while to live without Sin, to be made 
perfect in Holineſs, to have the Image of God filled u 
in you, and to do the Will of God y, chearf 
ly, conſtantly, without any Reluctance, Diſtraction, 
or Wearineſ ? Do ye not hope to be able to keep Pace 
with the Heeren y Choir of gloriſied Spirits in Singing 
the P aiſcs of their and your Cod and King? And 
ſhould it not be your Endeavour to be like em here, 
and to get as much of their Love, Delight, Holineſs, 
| Zeal, and Chearfulneſs as is poſſible? Should ye not 
ſtrive to do the Will of God on Earth in ſome Me 
_y as tis done by thoſe harmonious Choriſters in Hea» 
ven 

(G.) Live in the Exerciſe of unfeigned Thankfulneſs, 
and rejoyce in Hope of the Glory of God, and wait 
for the Accompliſhment of that Hope. It is God 
| who hath cauſed you to hope, Ffal. cxix. 49. Hope is a 
Plant of God's ſetting, a ſupernatural Grace of his in. 
fuſing, a fruit of his Spirit ; hath God then been fo 
diſtinguiſhingly gracious to thee, as to put a lively 
Hope within thee ? Hath he in his infinite Love ex- 
cited in thy Heart this Hope, which is the Gate of 
Heaven, which entreth within the Vail, and bringeth 
thee nearer to hunſelt ? Fiath he begotten thee again 
to this Hope, which taketh thee by the Hand, and 
leads thee thro' the Streets of the new Jeruſalem, and 
ſheweth 
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ſheweth thee the Temple of the Lamb, and the Lamb 
fitting in his Temple, aſſuring thee that thou ſhale 
live there with him for ever? Hath he done this for 
thy Soul? What ſtreng Obligations art thou under to 
blefs and ſpeak good of his Holy Name! Charge thy 
Soul then, and all that is within thee to 1 him, 
and ſtudy to make his Praiſe glorious; be not ſoon 
moved as the Hope of the Goſpel, but perſevere 
in the full Aſſurance thereof unto the End, Heb. iii. 
6. Chriſt is faithful as a Son over his own Houſe, whoſe 
Houſe are we, if we hold faſt the Confidence, and the 
Rejoycing of Hope firm unto the End. 

In ti is Hope you may rejoyce againſt Hope, and 
overcome natura] and ſecondary Improbabilities by ſu» 

tural Grace. 

By thr: Hope you may be enabled to ſee thro? a 
dark Night, to the bright Day that will follow ; when 
the Sun of Rightcoutncfs will break forth out of the 
black Clouds that intercept his refreſhing Light. 

By this Hope you _ look above the Rebukes 

of God's Providence, and the Frowns of his Coun- 
tenance upon _=_ external Affairs, and reconcile his 
Providence which ſeems to make againſt you, with 
his Promiſes made. to you. 
In this Hope you may * when earthly Friends 
deal perfidiouſly and falſely, break their Promiſes, are 
worſe than their Word, and abuſe your Expect ations 
and Hopes. In ſuch Caſes here is Matter of Rejoy- 
cing, that you have a better Hope to depend upon, 
God will not deal treacherouſſy with you, his Pro- 
miſes will not abuſe your Expectation, nor will he ever 
diaproine th» Hopes that are grounded on them. The 
Foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, for the Lord knowerh 
them that are kis, 2 Tim. ii. 19. And the Expettation 
of the Poor ſiiu not periſh for ever, Pal. ix. 18. 

To conclode, If ©. Ff, Riches, and Glory of 
Heaven, if the higheſt Fiuwings forth of the 9 
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r 
of God, and the moſt delightful Communion with 
him; if the f 17 - the divine Favour, 
and the Enjoyment raviſhitig Society of 
rious Angels, — the beſt Men 2 1 U ; if go 
joyful Exerciſe of our glorified Faculties upon the no- 
bleſt Objects to all Eternity, be enough to anſwer 
our Expectations, and to fill up our Hopes, we ſhall 


not meer with a Diſappointment: 


FINIS. 


